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CHAPTER ONE - INTRODUCTION 

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 2040 for the Rocky Mount Urban Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is the document which fulfills the federal 
requirements of metropolitan transportation planning found in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (23 CFR 450 Subpart C). Additionally, the MTP complies with directives 
of the current federal surface transportation legislation of 2012, MAP-21 (Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act). The purpose of the MTP is to provide a 
fiscally constrained, long range plan of projects and processes that the MPO intends to 
fulfill. 

The City of Rocky Mount North Carolina serves as the Lead Planning Agency for the 
MPO and provides staff to assist in developing a comprehensive, coordinated, and 
continuing transportation plan. To this end the MPO staff works with the Technical 
Coordinating Committee (a team of Transportation Planning and Engineering experts) 
and the Transportation Advisory Committee (a Board representing Town Mayors and 
County Commissioners) of the MPO to develop the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
(MTP) that meets the transportation needs of the area for the next 25 years. 

Chapter Two provides a description of the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) which increased in size as a result of the 2010 United States Census. The 
Town of Sharpsburg has joined the MPO with additional territory of Nash County 
coming into the MPO fold. 

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 2040, which was adopted by the 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), replaces the Long Range Transportation 
Plan 2035 which the TAC had adopted in May of 2009. Formal transportation 
planning in the local area began with the 1963 Thoroughfare Plan which was jointly 
adopted by the City of Rocky Mount and the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT). Long Range Transportation Plans began when the Rocky 
Mount Urban Area MPO was established by the North Carolina Governor in 1992. 
Additional details of transportation planning history may be found in Appendix (X). 

The MPO website at http: //www.rockymountnc.gov/mpo/ is a source of current news 
and information about transportation issues in the Rocky Mount Urban Area. 

The Vision and Mission of the MTP 2040 

The Vision of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2040 is to provide the necessary 
infrastructure for the transportation needs of the region in collaboration with the land 
use plans of the several members of the Rocky Mount Urban Area. Chapter Four 

includes socio-economic data of the MPO members and an insight into the 
transportation needs of the area. 



Providing for the movement of people and goods in a safe, efficient and sustainable 
manner which will enhance our quality of life and protect the natural and human 
environment is the Mission of the MTP 2040. 

What is Transportation Planning? 

Transportation planning is a complex process conducted by numerous stakeholders for 
the purpose of fulfilling the need to move people and goods in accordance with the 
vision of the community held by the citizenry. See Appendix A for a timeline of 
transportation planning in Rocky Mount. 

To reach the transportation goals and objectives, planners along with agents of 
organizations like the North Carolina Department of Transportation and the Federal 
Highway Administration work together in an on-going planning process to meet the 
travel demand needs of the community and to address problem areas. The planning 
work of the Metropolitan Planning Organization is developed by the Technical 
Coordinating Committee and is overseen by the Transportation Advisory Committee. 

Problems in the transportation system are both immediate and eminent. Best 
management practices are employed to solve the existing problem and to avoid as 
much as possible future problems. Transportation problems may be far ranging 
including crashes, congestion, pollution, parking, noise, increasing costs, construction 
delays, and malfunctions. The desired positive attributes of a transportation system 
(fast, safe, affordable, efficient, reliable) require good transportation planning. 

Transportation planning is best achieved with public participation in the process, since 
the public's resources are being used to accomplish the goals and objectives of the 
citizens. Financial planning discussed in Chapter Six is an explanation of how 
resources are used for transportation improvements. 

The MPO encourages people to educate themselves on transportation issues by talking 
with government staff members and attending public meetings. Service on volunteer 
committees is one way of providing input to the planning staff. The participation of 
the public in any manner is always welcome in the transportation planning process. 

2 



A map of the Rocky Mount Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization follows 
and depicts the area for which transportation planning is provided by the MPO. 

Why is the Metropolitan Transportation Plan Important? 

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is one of three principle products of 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). In addition to the MTP, the Rocky 

Mount Urban Area MPO produces the local Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) and the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). Because of maintenance 
status with Air Quality, the Rocky Mount MPO MTP must be updated every four 
years . Failure to maintain a compliant MTP could result in the delay of transportation 
improvement projects. To ensure funding for projects and to obtain permits for project 
construction, a transportation improvement project must be in the publicly adopted 
MTP. Chapter Five contains information about the various transportation elements 
(modes) in the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO. 

What factors should be considered in the MTP development? 

Good plans allow for the development of good programs which in tum produce 
beneficial projects for the subject area. The federal surface transportation legislation 
has historically provided planning factors to be included in the development of long 
range plans. ISTEA of 1991 , TEA-21of1998, SAFETEA-LU of2005, and MAP-21 
of 2012, the modem era federal transportation bills, highlighted planning spheres to 
be addressed in the development of the MTP. 

The eight planning factors of MAP-21 (Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21 st Century) 
are: 

1. Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling 
global competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency; 

2. Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized 
users; 

3. Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized 
users ; 

4. Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and for freight; 
5. Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the 

quality of life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements 
and State and local planned growth and economic development patterns; 

6. Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and 
between modes, for people and freight ; 

7. Promote efficient system management and operation and 
8. Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system. 

A more detailed look at these planning factors is provided in Chapter Three. 
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Goals, Objectives and Performance Measures of the MTP 2040 

To achieve the Vision and Mission of the MTP 2040, a number of goals, objectives and 
performance measures have been established to guide the implementation of the MTP 
2040. Following the eight MAP-21 planning factors, a general statement of a desired 
state or function of the transportation system has been adopted as a goal of the MTP 
2040. For each goal a concrete step toward achieving the goal has been identified as an 
objective of the MTP 2040. A performance measure is a very specific and measurable 
quantity which has been established for each of the plan ' s objectives. The goals, 
objectives and performance measures follow: 

Goal Number 1: The transportation system shall promote a positive economic climate. 
Objectives for Goal Number 1: 

1. Coordinate transportation planning and land use planning to ensure adequate 
infrastructure to support priority investments and growth areas. 

2. Work with local governments to promote regional planning consistency, 
communication and cooperation. 

3. Identify and fill the transportation needs of employers and employees. 
4. Identify the transportation investment needs required to ensure the economic 

attractiveness and competitiveness of the region. 

Performance Measures for Goal Number 1 Objectives: 
1. Confer with land use planners. 
2. Provide support to economic recruitment officials. 
3. Network with business and political leaders. 
4. Maintain database of economic statistics. 
5. Adopt resolutions for the enhancement of the planning area. 
6. Establish positive relationships with the local media. 

Goal Number 2: The transportation system shall function in a safe manner. 
Objectives for Goal Number 2: 

1. Appropriate and adequate facilities will be provided for the various 
transportation modes to operate. 

2. Dangerous road segments and intersections will be identified for safety 
improvements. 

3. Reduce crashes, injuries and fatalities for all modes of travel. 
Performance Measures for Goal Number 2 Objectives: 

1. Analyze the number of crashes at "hot spots". 
2. Study the total number of crashes. 
3. Record the number of days without a reported crash. 
4. Calculate the number of new facilities provided. 
5. List and map the "Top Ten" crash locations. 
6. Tabulate the number of safety recommendations produced. 

Goal Number 3: The transportation system shall be secured to ensure service to the 
system patrons. 
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Objectives for Goal Number 3: 
1. Be prepared for transportation emergencies caused by both natural disasters and 

security threats. 
2. Provide assistance to motorists in distress . 
3. Clear the transportation system of debris, high water and snow/ice in an orderly 

fashion. 

Performance Measures for Goal Number 3 Objectives: 
1. Adopt emergency reaction plans. 
2. Complete security training of transportation staff. 
3. Seek Incident Management Program. 
4. Record instances of detours established on I-95 , US 64 Bypass, US 301 Bypass. 

Goal Number 4: The transportation system shall afford both accessibility and mobility 
for people and freight. 
Objectives for Goal Number 4: 

1. Plan for an integrated multi-modal transportation system including roads, streets, 
rail, bus, bicycle, pedestrian, air and water facilities to serve the transportation 
needs of the citizens. 

2. Economically and physically challenged persons may use the transportation 
system to serve their accessibility and mobility needs. 

Performance Measures for Goal Number 4 Objectives: 
1. Participate with the Mayor' s Committee to eliminate physical barriers for 

handicapped persons. 
2. Support the mission of the Citizens ' Transportation Advisory Group (CTAG). 
3. Promote transportation programs for older adults. 
4. Identify gaps in the transportation system which impede accessibility I mobility. 
5. Identify the local trucking network to highlight bottlenecks needing 

improvements. 
6. Operate a Bicycle Advisory Committee. 

Goal Number 5: Like a good steward, the transportation system shall perform in a 
manner protecting the environment, conserving energy, improving the quality of life, 
and promoting harmony among plans for transportation improvements and state and 
local growth and economic development. 
Objectives for Goal Number 5: 

1. Implement transportation projects and services consistent with the area's air 
quality improvement program. 

2. Coordinate transportation planning with land use planning to protect the 
environment. 

3. Use context sensitive design to develop transportation projects. 
4. Include low income and minority communities in transportation planning to 

minimize negative impacts on their neighborhoods. 
5. Support travel demand reduction. 
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Performance Measures for Goal Number 5 Objectives: 
1. Increase the transportation system services. 
2. Seek to implement projects to improve air quality . 
3. Seek projects which promote alternative modes of travel. 
4. Develop working relationships with representatives of environmental agencies. 
5. Improve the public ' s involvement in transportation planning. 
6. Record the number of improved bus stops. 
7. Increase the services of the public transit system. 
8. Tabulate the amount of mitigation projects completed. 

Goal Number 6: The transportation system shall enhance the integration and 
connectivity of the system 's modes for both people and freight. 
Objective for Goal Number 6: 

1. Plan a transportation system with necessary capacity to support existing centers 
and growing and developing areas to meet the mobility needs of both people 
and freight. 

Performance Measures for Goal Number 6 Objective: 
1. List and map areas of congestion. 
2. Update the transportation system geometric inventory. 
3. Identify and prioritize travel corridors where planning studies would be 

appropriate. 

Goal Number 7: The transportation system shall be managed and operated efficiently. 
Objectives for Goal Number 7: 

1. Inform the public of travel conditions and options. 
2. Increase the number of trips made on time. 

Performance Measures for Goal Number 7 Objectives: 
1. Place notices on the Internet to let people know of trouble spots and what actions 

are being taken. 
2. Perform travel time studies and monitor the results . 
3. Make vehicle occupancy counts. 

Goal Number 8: The existing transportation system shall be preserved. 
Objectives for Goal Number 8: 

1. Identify the maintenance and rehabilitation needs of the transportation system 
infrastructure. 

2. Minimize the number of utility excavations in paved streets. 
3. Maximize the use of Powell Bill Funds to improve the transportation system. 
4. Use preventive maintenance programs to reduce the life-cycle costs of the 

transportation system facilities. 

Performance Measures for Goal Number 8 Objectives : 
1. Record the number of lane miles paved. 
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2. Record the number of traffic loops installed. 
3. Record the miles of pavement markings painted. 
4. Clean the streets routinely. 
5. Increase the funding for maintenance activities. 

Transportation Improvement Project List 

In accordance with the Vision and Mission of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2040, 
a list of transportation improvement projects has been compiled using the best practices 
of transportation planning. Implementation of the planned improvements will accomplish 
the goals and objectives of the MTP 2040. 

A map of these planned projects follows the Project List. The List is divided into Phases 
1, 2 and 3 which include projects planned for completion by the horizon years of 2020, 
2030 and 2040 respectfully. On the map projects are color coded and numbered. For 
example the map symbol "203" represents project R-3361 on line 34 of the Project List. 
R-3361 is anticipated to be constructed within the time period of Phase 2 (i.e. 2021 
to 2030). 

The following chapters of this MTP 2040 support and verify the decisions made to create 
the Transportation Improvement Project List. The historical background of the study 
area, the description of the existing transportation network, the socio-economical attributes 
of the populace, the local economy and the land use plans of the area define the long-range 
transportation needs of the Rocky Mount Urban Area. This plan is to be used by local, 
state and federal officials to make decisions to provide a multi-modal transportation system. 
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Projects of the 
Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2040 

Horizon 
Reflected 

TIP 
Description I Extents 

Anticipated 
Miles 

# 
Vear 

Federal Functional Regionally 
Exempt Esti mated Cost 

in 
# 

# 
Facility 

Completion Lanes Class Significant Network 
#Lanes 

Codine: ? 
I P -tA:St<: 1 (.l.OU - .l.U.l.UJ 

2 EE-4904 Ecosystem Enhancement D1vis10n 4 Projects In Progress No Yes No 

3 U-36218 Hunter Hill Road (SR 1604) Widen from CountJV Club Road to Benvenue Road In Progress 1.20 2 4 Minor Arte1ial Yes No 11 ,000 ,000 Yes 

4 U-401 9 N. WinsteadAve(SR 1613) Widen from Sunset Ave to Hunter Hill Road In Progress 1.70 2 4 Mmor Arterial Yes No 14,000,000 Yes 

5 B-4211 Halifax Rd (SR 1544) Bridge Replace Tar River Bridge # 56 In Progress 2 2 Minor Collector No Yes 3, 100,000 No 

6 B-4503 Springfield Road (SR 1250) Bridge Reolace Tar River Bridge # 7 In Progress 2 2 Minor Arterial No Yes 1,700,000 No 

7 C-5 112 Rocky Mount Signal System Uograde the traffic signal system In Progress No Yes $4 ,700,000 No 

8 C-5547 Rocky Mount Sidewalks Nashville Road, Grace Street FY 2013 NIA No Yes 300,000 

9 C-5545 Nashvi lle Sidewalks Washmgton & Alston Streets FY 2013 NIA No Yes 170,000 

IO C-5546 Intersection lmorovements BenvenuelJeffreys, Bethlehem/W. Mount,Church/Kingston, Churcl FY 20 14 No Yes 150,000 

II C-5548 Rocky Mount Sidewalks Barnes, Tarboro, Falls, Franklin, Leggett, Country Club, Church FY 2014 NIA No Yes 500,000 

12 WBS 40129 Kin~ston Avenue Widen from NC Hwy 97 to Church Street FY 2014 1.03 2 3 Minor Arterial No No 2,750,000 Yes 

13 EB-5104 Rail to Trail Proiect Feasibility Study by NCDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian DiVJsion FY 2014 1.40 NIA No Yes 20,000 No 

14 Nashville Sixth Street Sidewalk north side from Brake St to Alston St ( 1500') FY 2014 No Yes 55 ,000 No 

15 Nashville Aviation Avenue Sidewalk west side from Washington St to Cuddington Ln <I 300') FY 2014 No Yes 45,000 No 

16 C-5549 Rocky Mount Sidewalks NashVJlle Rd, W . Raleigh Blvd, Winstead Ave, E. Raleigh Blvd FY 2015 NIA No Yes 535 ,000 

17 Western Avenue & Cross Street Re-alignment in Nashville CBD FY 20 15 0.04 No Yes 120,000 Yes 

18 Nashville Brooklyn Blvd Sidewalk east side from Railroad St to Sixth St (900') FY 2015 No Yes 32,000 No 

19 Tar River Transit Purchase new reolacement buses FY2015 NIA No Yes 2,203 ,000 No 

20 First Street extension Sidewalk Cedar Street to Indian Trail FY 2016 No Yes 110,000 

21 U-3621A Hunter Hi ll Road (SR 1604) Widen from Winstead Avenue to Country Club Road FY 2016 1.20 2 4 Mmor Arterial Yes No 8,000,000 Yes 

22 South NC 58 Sidewalk Glover Park to South Creek FY 2017 NIA No Yes 11 0,000 

23 Corbett Road Widen and resurface local industrial road in Nashville FY 2018 0.66 Local No No 100,000 No 

24 U-3331 Country Club Road (SR 1616) Widen from B. Leonard Blvd to Jeffreys Road FY 2018 1.40 2 5 Collector No No 18,000,000 Yes 

25 U-3330 Wesleyan Blvd (US 301 Byoass) Widen from NC 43 to May Dr FY 2020 2.30 4 6 Princioal Arterial Yes No $33,000,000 Yes 

26 EB-5510 Tar River Trai l extension Extend to Soringfield Road FY 2020 1.50 NIA No Yes 200,000 

27 Hillsdale Trail (Bike/Ped facility) Extend from Springbrook Drive to Leggett Road FY 2020 0.20 NIA No Yes 100,000 No 

28 

29 Phase One Total $101,000,000 

30 
31 P flA:s t<: 2 (2021 - 2030) 
32 U-5026 1-95 Interchange Construct Interchange at Sunset Ave and 1-95 FY 2025 Interstate Yes No 30,000,000 Yes 

33 U-5002 Airoort Road (SR 1542) Widen from US 30 I By.Pass tQ_T3l1Jl.".'_Road ___ FY 2025 150 2 4 Minor Arterial No No 10,000,000 Yes 

34 R-3316 Halifax Rd (SR I 544) Widen from Sunset Ave to Bethlehem Road FY 2025 1.50 2 4 Mmor Arterial No No 10,000,000 Yes 

35 U-4762 Springfield Road (SR 1250) Widen from US 64 Bus to Leggett Road FY 2025 130 2 3 Minor Arterial No No 4,000,000 Yes 

36 Southeast Connector Construct Connector from Sutton Road to Cokey Road FY 2025 1.90 0 4 Minor Arterial No No 10,000,000 Yes 

37 Beechwood Drive Extend from West Mount Drive to US 30 I Bypass FY 2025 0.60 0 4 Minor Artenal Yes No 6,000 ,000 Yes 

38 Sutton Road Replace Tunnels with Bridge FY 2030 0.32 I 4 Minor Arterial No No 15,000 ,000 Yes 

39 Phase Two Total $85,000,000 
·- --· ·-- -- -

40 
-~~ - --

41 r 1.AS~ 3 (203 f - 2~~) -- -
42 U-2561C NC43 Widen from Woodruff Road to 1-95 POST 2030 2.00 2 4 Minor Arterial No No 8,000,000 Yes 

Drive: M 
Folder: Transportation Plan 2040 
File : Projects of the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO MTP 2040 31512013 



Projects of the 
Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2040 

Horizon 
Reflected 

TIP 
Facility Description I Extents 

Anticipated 
Miles 

# 
Year 

Federal Functional Regionally in 
# Exempt Estimated Cost 

# Co mpletion Lanes 
#Lanes 

Class Significant Network 

Codin"? 
43 NC48 Widen rrom Homestead Rd to Red Oak!Battleboro Road POST 2030 2.43 2 4 Minor Arterial No No 10,000,000 Yes 

44 NC 48 Widen rrom Red Oak!Banleboro Road to NC 4 POST 2030 1.70 2 4 Minor Arterial No No 7,000,000 Yes 

45 Phase I Hwv 58 Connector (Nashville) New Road from Marks & Western to E. Smith & Old White Oak POST 2030 0.53 0 2 Minor Arterial No No 1,000,000 Yes 

46 Phase 2 Hwv 58 Connector (Nashville) New Road from E. Smith & Old White Oak to Hwv 58 POST 2030 3.79 0 2 Minor Arterial No No 7,000,000 Yes 

47 Green Pasture Road Align with Fairview Road POST 2030 0.40 2 2 Minor Arterial No Yes 500,000 Yes 

48 Bethlehem Road (SR 1714) Alitm with Oak Level Road POST 2030 0 .55 2 2 Minor Arterial No Yes 2,000,000 Yes 

49 Atlantic Avenue Align with Tanner Road POST 2030 0 .25 Minor Arterial No Yes 2,000,000 Yes 

50 Vance Street ,____ Align with Arlington Street POST 2030 0.15 Collector No Yes 1,000,000 No 

2.!_ Eastern Avenue (Nashville) Widen from Red Oak Road to Old Carriage Road POST 2030 2.50 2 4 Minor Arterial Yes No 11 ,000,000 Yes 

52 Red Oak Road (Nashvi lle) Extend South rrom Eastern Avenue to Oak Level Road POST 2030 0 .50 0 2 Collector No No 2,000,000 Yes -
53 Cokey Road Widen rrorn Redgate Avenue to Old Wilson Road POST 2030 0.34 2 3 Minor Arterial No No 2,000,000 Yes 

54 Hunter Hill Road (SR 1604 l Widen rrom Winstead Avenue to Halifax Road POST 2030 1.30 2 4 Minor Arterial No No 6,000,000 Yes 

55 Tar River Trail (Bike/ Ped facility) Extend westward 10 Nashville Road POST 2030 2.50 N/A No Yes 2,000,000 

56 

57 

58 Phase Three Total $61 ,500,000 

59 MTP 2040 GRAND TOTAL $247,500,000 

Drive: M 
Folder Transportation Plan 2040 
File: Projects of the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO MTP 2040 3/5/2013 
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CHAPTER TWO - THE ROCKY MOUNT URBAN AREA MPO 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is the 
transportation planning authority serving the governing jurisdictions of 

1. City of Rocky Mount, NC 
2. Edgecombe County (partial) 
3. Nash County (partial) 
4. Town of Nashville, NC 
5. Town of Sharpsburg, NC 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO covers an area of approximately 198 square miles 
and 85,351 people in eastern North Carolina. The MPO territory is surrounded by 
counties in the Upper Coastal Plain Rural Planning Organization. The RM MPO and the 
UCP RPO have worked cooperatively on several planning activities. See 
www.ucprpo.org. 

The City of Rocky Mount has served as the Lead Planning Agency for the MPO, which 
was established in 1992 as the seventeenth Census-designated North Carolina MPO. 
After the 2000 Census the MPO boundary was adjusted to include the Town of Nashville. 
The MPO boundary was again adjusted after the 2010 Census to include the Town of 
Sharpsburg. The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO is a member of the North Carolina 
Association of MPO's (NCAMPO) and the national Association of Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations. 

Local governments in the MPO are represented by an elected official on the 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), which is responsible for a continuous, 
comprehensive and cooperative transportation planning process. Staff members from 
local planning organizations, the North Carolina Department of Transportation, and the 
Federal Highway Administration comprise the Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) 
which reports to the TAC. 

The TCC and TAC are responsible for the development of three primary planning 
documents: 

• Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
• Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
• Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 

Both the TCC and TAC seek the involvement of the general public to create the 
transportation plans for the multi-modal transportation system. The current TCC 
Chairman is Brad Kerr, Director of the City of Rocky Mount Engineering Department. 
The current TAC Chairman is Lamont Wiggins, City of Rocky Mount Council member. 
Thank you for visiting the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO website at 
mpo.rockymountnc.gov. You may contact the City of Rocky Mount Principal 
Transportation Planner (Bob League) for additional information about the MPO. 
bob.league@rockymountnc.gov (252 972-1129). 
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Historical Backgrounds of the MPO Members 
Rocky Mount 
The City of Rocky Mount is located in both Edgecombe and Nash Counties in 
northeastern North Carolina. As well as the county line, Rocky Mount straddles the 
geographic line that demarcates the piedmont and coastal plain geographical regions of 
North Carolina. Located 53 miles east of Raleigh, the state capital, and 125 miles south 
of Richmond, Virginia, Rocky Mount is the 15th largest city in the Tar Heel State. 

Tuscarora Indians hunted and settled the area of "rocky mounds" along the piedmont 
boundary at The Falls of the Tar River. This area would attract settlers and industry early 
in our nation's development. Agriculture prospered in the Rocky Mount area and the Tar 
River was a source of power for one of the state's first textile mills. The Indian trails and 
wagon paths of the first inhabitants became the basis for the area's earliest road network. 

The Wilmington - Weldon Railroad was one of the earliest state railroads. The rail line 
located east of the settlement around the Tar River Falls in 1840. The establishment of a 
rail depot to serve agricultural and textile business directed the growth of Rocky Mount 
from the Falls to the railroad. The business center of Rocky Mount migrated east to the 
depot. Today Main Street parallels the railroad tracks, which are owned by CSX 
Corporation. 

As the area prospered, Edgecombe County was divided along the railroad tracks to form 
Nash County to the west with the Town of Nashville as county seat. Today, Edgecombe 
and Nash are commonly referred to as "The Twin Counties'', and comprise the Rocky 
Mount Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO includes approximately 198 square miles and 
accounts for 45 percent of the population of Edgecombe and Nash Counties. 

ROCKY MOUNT 
METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL 

AREA 
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Rail and highway travel in a north-south direction has historically been important in 
Rocky Mount, which is halfway between New York City and Miami, Florida. US 
Highway 301 runs north-south on Church Street through the City proper. Today most 
north-south long distance travelers use Interstate 95, which nearly bisects the distance 
between Rocky Mount and Nashville. Nonetheless, many travelers still stop in Rocky 
Mount, an All American City, for goods and services, just as the earliest visitors to the 
area centuries ago. 

US Highway 64 is the major transportation route of east-west traffic in the Rocky Mount 
Urban Area MPO. Extending from the coast to the mountains of North Carolina US 64, 
the State's longest highway, passes through Rocky Mount and Nashville as a four-lane 
divided highway with controlled access. 

A number of smaller state and county roads radiate from the downtowns of Rocky Mount 
and Nashville. These farm-to-market roads are changing from rural to urban character as 
the area continues to grow. Halifax Road, which roughly marks the route of General 
Cornwallis to Yorktown, is rapidly changing as the road's function is becoming more 
important for more people traveling north-south within the study area. 

Edgecombe County 
Edgecombe County is in the eastern part of North Carolina and is in the Coastal Plain 
physiographic province. It has a land area of 327,040 acres or 511 square miles. It is 
bounded on the north by Halifax County, on the West by Nash, on the South by Wilson 
and Pitt and on the east by Martin County. 

Edgecombe County includes the following municipalities: Tarboro (the County seat), 
Macclesfield, Pinetops, Princeville, Speed, Leggett, and Conetoe. The following 
municipalities lie partially in Edgecombe County: Rocky Mount, Whitakers, and 
Shaprsburg. 

Edgecombe County was established by a legislative act in 1741 and was named after 
Lord Edgecombe, an English nobleman. At that time the County compassed an area 
which included 17 modem counties. The Town of Enfield was the first county seat. By 
1764, Tarboro had become the permanent county seat. By 1883, Edgecombe County had 
assumed its current land area of 511 square miles. 

The first settlers arrived by 1726, and the first settlement was Sparta, at the mouth of 
Town Creek. Tarboro and the vicinity were settled about 1733, and the Town of Tarboro 
was incorporated in 1760. The early settlers of Edgecombe County were active during 
the Revolutionary War; and after the war, many new settlers, mostly from Virginia, came 
to the County. 

Hunting and raising livestock were the major sources of food in the early years of the 
settlement, but after the Revolutionary War, farming became the primary livelihood. 
Following the Civil War and Reconstruction, attention focused on agricultural 
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development. By 1874, tobacco had become the most profitable crop. The favorable 
climate and the abundance of good land encouraged the tradition of agricultural 
diversification. With the development of good farm-to-market roads, Edgecombe County 
became an outstanding agricultural area. Tobacco, peanuts, cotton, soybeans, and small 
grains were important crops. In later years the trend changed toward more livestock 
production. 

The need for industrial development was also recognized during Reconstruction. In 
1881 , a cotton mill was established in Tarboro. By 1891, the County had four railways 
and three steamship lines. These transportation outlets helped to develop the industrial 
base and found new towns such as Pinetops and Macclesfield. 

Since its establishment, Edgecombe County has seen the development of a broad 
agricultural and industrial base. As agriculture became more efficient, large numbers of 
people left the farms and migrated to the cities. Industries in the county opened up 
opportunities for other jobs. This helped the population to grow steadily. In 1900, the 
population was 26,592. In 2010, the population was 56,552. 

Nash County 
Nash County was formed in 1777 from the western part of Edgecombe County. Located 
in the northeast section of the state, it is bounded by Edgecombe, Wilson, Johnston, 
Franklin, and Halifax counties. It was named for General Francis Nash (1742-77), of 
Hillsborough, a soldier who was mortally wounded while fighting under General George 
Washington at Germantown during the American Revolution. Nashville, the county seat, 
was settled in 1780 and chartered in 1815. First land grants in the area date back to 1743. 
Nash County has a total area of 542. 71 square miles, with 540.33 square miles of land 
area. The average temperature is 61. 9 degrees with the average temperature in January of 
39° F and the average July temperature of 78° F. The average rainfall is 43 inches. The 
elevation of Nash County is 180 feet above sea level. 

After the Revolution, which touched the county only lightly, Nash County settled down 
to a pace that made it one of the State's leading farm areas . Since the Civil War, it has 
been known primarily as a leading agricultural county, but it has experienced steady 
industrial growth since that time. Currently, only 2.4% of the total employment within the 
county is classified as agricultural. However, Nash County ranks 8th in area devoted to 
farmland in North Carolina. 

Nash County could be classified as either a northern coastal plain county or a far eastern 
piedmont county. It has a primarily rolling terrain with sandy soil, however, brick and tile 
clays are found along the Tar River, which flows through Nash County and Rocky 
Mount. A granite belt is located relatively close to the surface and extends westward from 
the city for about 20 miles. 

Nashville 
The Town of Nashville was founded in 1780 and features a rare collection of Victorian 
and Queen Anne style homes.The town was named for Francis Nash an officer of the 
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North Carolina militia who died in the American Revolution. The Town has seen 
moderate growth over the last century, more so in the last several years. Currently the 
Town of Nashville has a population of approximately 5,000 residents, which indicates a 
growth rate of more than 130% over the last twenty years. 

Nashville is the county seat of Nash County and is the location of many county as well as 
municipal offices, including the Health Department, Social Services, Emergency Services 
and the Sheriffs Department. The Nash-Rocky Mount School System's administrative 
offices are in Nashville and there are three public schools in the area: Nashville 
Elementary, W.L. Green Middle School, and Nash Central Junior High School. 

Sharpsburg 
Sharpsburg, North Carolina, founded in 1883, is a small (pop. 2024), but vibrant 
community --- sustained by small businesses and by the flow of 
approximately 17,000 travelers who pass through Sharpsburg on a daily basis. 
Unlike any other town in the eastern region, Sharpsburg is uniquely placed in the 
counties of Edgecombe, Nash, and Wilson County, hence the Town's motto "Tri
County Hospitality". 

Sharpsburg has access to the Tar River (which is just 3 miles outside of the city 
limits). Sharpsburg also has an international airport, only 4 miles away. The Town 
is surrounded by three (3) major industrial highways, Interstate 95, US 64 and US 
301. There is also a functioning railroad that runs directly through Town --- a 
railroad that Amtrak uses several times a day. There are four ( 4) community 
colleges and two (2) universities within a forty ( 40) mile radius of Sharps burg's city 
limits. 

A History of Transportation Planning in the MPO 
The Rocky Mount Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization operates 
a continuous, comprehensive and cooperative transportation planning 
process. The annual Planning Work Program is designed to accomplish this 
goal by designing the local Metropolitan Transportation Improvement 
Program. The MPO staff works with the state and federal transportation 
departments and the environmental resource agencies to develop a 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan favored by the local citizens. This 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2040 is a product of transportation 
planning in the MPO and is developed with the support of other planning 
documents. 

Prior to the creation of the MPO in 1992, local transportation planning was 
performed by the City of Rocky Mount in conjunction with the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration. 
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The first Rocky Mount Thoroughfare Plan, a document for motor vehicle 
transportation, was adopted in 1963. Some plan revisions were made before 
the next Thoroughfare Plan of 1985 was adopted. Again revisions were made 
in 1988. The Rocky Mount Thoroughfare Plan was adopted in 2003. 

Before entering the MPO, the Town of Nashville adopted a Thoroughfare 
Plan in 1983. After the start of the MPO in 1992, the first multi·modal 
Transportation Plan 2020 was adopted in 1998. Later the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2025 was adopted in September 2001. The 
LRTP 2030, which included the new MPO member Nashville, was adopted in 
November 2004. The multi-modal plan was deemed to be in conformity with 
the State Improvement Plan (SIP) for air quality on June 15, 2005. The 
LRTP (now referred to as the MTP) 2035 was adopted in 2009 after passing 
conformity determination for air quality. 

As well as being in conformity with the SIP, this MTP 2040 must be 
compliant with the federal transportation legislation, Moving Ahead for 
Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21). 

Other planning documents consulted in the development of the MTP 2040 
include: 
from Rocky Mount 

• Together Tomorrow, Tier 1 Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan 2003 
• Collector Street Plan 2004 
• Comprehensive Bicycle Plan 2007 
• Pedestrian Plan 2012 
• Long Range Transportation Plan 2035 
• Community Transportation Service Plan Study 2010 (Transit) 

from Nashville 
• Pedestrian Plan 

from Nash County 
• Comprehensive Transportation Plan 2012 

from Edgecombe County 
• Comprehensive Transportation Plan 2011 

from State of NC 
• 21st Century Plan 
• NC Statewide Transportation Plan 2040 
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CHAPTER THREE -TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 
PROCESS 
Chapter One introduced the Vision and Mission of this Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
2040. The definition of transportation planning was presented and the importance of long 
range transportation planning was explained. With eight planning factors to consider, the 
goals, objectives and performance measures of the MTP 2040 were stated. 

Chapter Two provided geographic descriptions of the member governments of the Rocky 
Mount Urban Area MPO, one of the eighteen North Carolina Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations. 

A further investigation of the eight planning factors is presented in this chapter, and 
attention is paid to the federal requirements for transportation planning by the MPO. 
MAP-21, the federal surface transportation legislation, which followed the earlier 
legislation ofISTEA and TEA-21 and, SAFETEA-LU included requirements for: 

• Integration of State and Local Planned Growth and Economic Development 
Patterns 

• Safety 
• Security 
• Consultation and Environmental Mitigation 
• Environment Protection and Energy Conservation 
• Visualization 

A Look at the Eight Planning Factors 
MAP-21 established a list of 8 factors that must be addressed during the planning 
process. These factors are intended to insure that local planning efforts account for the 
myriad of issues, which must be addressed when programming improvements to the 
transportation network. A discussion of these factors and the Rocky Mount Urban Area 
MPO's efforts to address each of these factors during the planning process follows . 

1. Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global 

competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency,· 

The transportation system is a principal component of the community 
infrastructure supporting economic activity. The needs of the community for 
essential functions, commercial enterprise and future development must be met by 
the planned transportation system. 

The Transportation Plan includes improvements on the radial arterials leading to 
the central business areas . Widening of NC 43 and NC 48 will improve the 
service to the vital economic centers of the Rocky Mount urban area. Completion 
of the Southern Connector will increase the connectivity of the community 
allowing for economic growth. 

2. Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized 

users; 
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Safety is typically the number one requirement of citizens for the transportation 
system. All users of the transportation network must be afforded a safe facility to 
meet their mobility needs . 

A study of the traffic crash reports is used to develop improvements for safer 
operating conditions. A program of construction and repairs of sidewalks is 
conducted to provide safer pedestrian facilities. 

3. Increase the security of the transportation system for the motorized and non

motorized users; 

Security of the transportation system has become increasingly more important in 
recent years for both natural disasters and terror sponsored events. The Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan promotes the development of emergency plans and contingency 
actions to reduce the risks of a compromised transportation system. 

4. Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and for freight; 

The Transportation Plan shall assist people in meeting the two goals of 
transportation, mobility and accessibility. The Transportation Plan shall include 
projects that increase the ease with which these goals may be achieved. 

The Transportation Plan supports multimodal forms of transportation, which give 
the public more choices for traveling. The transportation center is the hub for Tar 
River Transit, Amtrak, and intercity bus traffic. An increase of routes and hours 
of the Tar River Transit is being evaluated. 

5. Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the 

quality of life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements and 

State and local planned growth and economic development patterns; 

Quality of life will directly improve with a better transportation system, which is 
designed to protect the environment. More efficient and conservative 
transportation facilities will serve to protect and preserve our natural environment. 

Environmental studies of proposed transportation projects are conducted to assure 
that the consequences of the projects are known and evaluated. Constructed 
projects must not create unacceptable quality of life issues. 

6. Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and 

between modes, for people and freight; 
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All means of moving people and goods must be considered in the transportation 
plans. Allowing the different modes to operate together creates a greater 
opportunity to meet the transportation needs of the community. 

The transportation center with transit, rail and intercity bus services at one 
location has been a successful operation for our citizens. The connection of the 
greenway trail system with sidewalk facilities is another enhancement included in 
transportation plans. 

7. Promote efficient system management and operation; 

Time and resources are limited and expensive. Transportation plans, which 
promote a more efficient system with enhanced capacity, will serve the 
community much better. 

8. Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system. 

Plans must be made to take care of the existing facilities. The potential of a new 
facility is met if the existing system works well. Only a maintained transportation 
network will work as designed. 

Resurfacing of roads and maintenance of signs and markings are continuous programs to 
preserve the transportation system. Monitoring of operations and inspections of facilities 
are principal components of the plan to preserve the transportation system. 

Public Involvement In Transportation Planning 
Federal legislation emphasizes the importance of public input into the planning process. 
While effective transportation planning necessitates ongoing public review and comment 
in local planning efforts, MAP-21 further reinforces the importance of public 
involvement in the identification and evaluation of proposed transportation 
improvements, the assessment of these improvements as they relate to the goals and 
objectives of the community, and the prioritization of these improvements within the 
planning area. In keeping with this philosophy, the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO has 
been very pro-active in its efforts to solicit and promote public input during efforts to 
update the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. 

Public involvement has been sought in the transportation planning process in accordance 
with the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO's Public Participation Plan, which is available 
on the Rocky Mount MPO website . As the Metropolitan Transportation Plan has been 
reviewed, the input of local citizens has been requested for use in the revision of this 
planning document. Without the comments of the local public, the work of the City of 
Rocky Mount staff, representatives ofNCDOT and FHWA, and members of the 
Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) and the Transportation Advisory Committee 
(TAC) would be incomplete. The local citizens define the goals and objectives of the 
community to which the planning officials strive to achieve. 
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The MPO staff recognizes that a variety of formats are required to maximize the 
opportunity for public input in transportation planning. First, the public involvement 
process includes open meetings of the TCC and TAC where transportation problems are 
addressed with proposed improvements. Also, public meetings are held to present major 
transportation project proposals and the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
Participation by the MPO in the annual Business EXPO conducted by the local Chamber 
of Commerce has been a successful interaction with the local public for several years. 
The MPO maintains an Internet website to engage the public in local transportation 
planning. Additionally, the MPO staff remains prepared to speak with local 
neighborhood associations, civic organizations and school and church groups. Both 
local and regional print and electronic media are employed to help reach the public with 
transportation information. 

Integration of State and Local Planned Growth and Economic 
Development Patterns 
The development of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2040 for the Rocky Mount 
Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization has been done by collaborating with the 
following planning documents: 

• Town of Nashville Land Development Plan 2000 
• Together Tomorrow: Tier 1 Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan for the City of 

Rocky Mount, North Carolina 2003 
• North Carolina Long Range Statewide Multimodal Transportation Plan 2004 
• Rocky Mount Comprehensive Collector Street Plan 2004 
• North Carolina Strategic Highway Corridors Concept Development Report 2005 
• Nash County Land Development Plan 2006 
• Rocky Mount Comprehensive Bicycle Plan 2007 
• Edgecombe County Land Development Plan 2008 

The recommendations of the MTP 2040 are supported by planning documents of recent 
years from the member organizations of the MPO. To ensure that the local planning 
efforts are in synch with regional and statewide planning goals, staff members of the 
MPO participate with the Upper Coastal Plain Rural Planning Organization, the 
Edgecombe County Transportation Committee and the North Carolina Association of 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations. 

Safety 
There are Safety is freedom from accidental danger, and safety of the transportation 
system is always a primary concern of the travelers using the system. The reduction of 
traffic crashes and resulting injuries is a goal of the planners and engineers responsible 
for the development and operation of the transportation network. To assist this end, a 
number of traffic crash statistics are calculated on a continuing basis to inform and 
educate the users, designers, and managers of the transportation system. 
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Traffic crashes are costly events to be avoided if at all possible. However, the many 
elements of the vehicle operator (or pedestrian), vehicle, road and environment which 
may all be involved in a traffic crash are difficult to control. Hazardous conditions that 
lead to vehicular conflict may be pointed out by way of statistical databases provided by 
various sources. 

Numerous agencies and organizations operate for the purpose of making transportation 
safer. Early in the 201

h century groups like the American League of Bicyclists and the 
American Automobile Association were advocates for better and safer roads. Both 
government and private entities exist today with a mission to promote safety for all 
modes of travel. 

The American Traffic Safety Services Association (A TSSA) is an international trade 
association formed in 1969 to be a public advocate for roadway safety. 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent federal agency 
created by Congress in 1967 to investigate aviation accidents and major accidents of 
other transportation modes. Having investigated more than 10,000 surface transportation 
accidents the NTSB is a recognized authority for safety recommendations. A Most 
Wanted list of safety improvements has been produced annually by NTSB since 1990. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is an agency of the US 
Department of Transportation charged to "save lives, prevent injuries and reduce vehicle 
crashes." A major function of the NHTSA is to maintain a database of crash statistics. 
The Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) publication is one of the principle 
documents produced. 

The University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center for forty years has 
worked to reduce traffic related deaths and injuries both in North Carolina and nationally. 
The Center participated in the development of FARS and currently maintains a database 
of traffic crashes, the Highway Safety Information System (HSIS) for several states. 

The NC Executive Committee for Highway Safety (ECHS) was established in 2003 
because room for improvement in transportation safety still exists. This is a group of 
experts from many disciplines committed to making our state's travel modes safer. The 
committee meets quarterly and posts its work on the Internet. In addition to the Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan adopted by the ECHS, one goal set by the ECHS is 1.0 traffic 
fatality per 100 MVMT. 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO endorses the North Carolina Strategic Highway 
Safety Plan and the 2007 Highway Safety Improvement Report approved by the ECHS. 
The annual Highway Safety Plan prepared by the Governor 's Highway Safety Program 
provides guidance for safety improvements on a statewide level. 
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The City of Rocky Mount prepares an annual Traffic Crash Summary. This information 
is valuable to both the engineer and the police officer for help to design improvements 
and to enforce traffic regulations. The Traffic Crash Summary may be seen on the MPO 
website: mpo.rockymountnc.gov. A yearly summary of Rocky Mount traffic crash 
statistics is provided in Appendix B. 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO acknowledges the Four Es of Transportation Safety: 
Engineering, Education, Emergency Medical Services and Enforcement. Attention by all 
stakeholders to all of these facets will produce the most effective change in transportation 
safety. For planners in particular the area of engineering is a facet of utmost importance 
to promote transportation safety. The United States Department of Transportation has 
provided the Transportation Planner Safety Desk Reference, a guide with safety planning 
focused on seventeen emphasis areas (See Appendix C). The MPO subscribes to this 
plan for long range safety planning. 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO supports a safe multi-modal transportation network 
which offers a variety of choices to fill the transportation needs of the community. 
Sidewalks, bike paths, streets/highways and bus routes should all be viable options for 
the traveler. 

Pedestrian safety is a serious issue in the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO as well as 
across the nation. Pedestrian crash data will be supplied by the MPO to engineering and 
public works departments to improve pedestrian safety through improved transportation 
facilities. Local school systems may use pedestrian statistics from the MPO for 
developing pedestrian education programs. The MPO will provide pedestrian crash 
statistics to law enforcement agencies for use in their enforcement programs to reduce 
pedestrian incidents. The construction of sidewalks is included in Transportation 
Improvement Program projects in the MPO area. The MPO will also promote a positive 
attitude among motorists and pedestrians about pedestrian safety. 

The Rocky Mount Comprehensive Bicycle Plan outlines a vision for safe bicycling 
facilities . The engineered bike ways, education of riders, enforcement of regulations are 
described in the implementation guidance of the bicycle plan. 

Too many automotive crashes occur daily in the MPO area. Crash data is kept for use by 
engineers, planners and police officers to design programs and plans to reduce traffic 
mishaps and fatalities on our streets and highways. Within the City of Rocky Mount 
approximately 1,800 crashes are reported each year. Details of the crash type, location, 
time etc. are provided by the MPO staff. 

Public transportation should be a safe experience for our citizens. The Tar River Transit, 
the public transportation system for Nash and Edgecombe Counties, operates the bus 
routes and para-transit routes with safety as the primary concern. 
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Security 
Security is freedom from intentional danger and for a long time the need for a dependable 
and adequate transportation system for national security has been known. In 2001, the 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) was established as the federal agency 
responsible for the security of all transportation modes. The federal surface 
transportation legislation has strengthened the planning requirements for transportation 
system security. The actions of terrorists around the world and even in our nation are 
proof positive of the need for the security of our transportation systems. 

The United States Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM) began in 1987 as a part 
of the Department of Defense to provide transportation for the Department in times of 
peace and war. 

The United States has designated the Strategic Highway Network (STRAHNET) for the 
defense of our country. The 16 miles oflnterstate 95 and the 20 miles of US 64 within 
the Rocky Mount Urban Are MPO are components of the national road network critical 
to the operations of our national defense agencies. 

With as many as 39 trains traversing the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO daily, rail 
security is an important aspect of the local transportation planning. Passenger rail and 
freight rail are equally important. Members of the Association of American Railroads 
participate in rail safety alerts to be aware and prepared for dangerous and threatening 
conditions. 

Tar River Transit, the local public transportation system, requires planning and 
contingencies for emergency situations. For this purpose the Tar River Transit system 
adopted the System Security Program Plan (SSPP) in 2007. The purpose of the SSPP is 
to identify existing and potential security problems, institute preventive measures to deal 
with current and future problems and establish guidelines and policies for addressing 
security matters. 

The City of Rocky Mount Emergency Response Plan was created to handle emergency 
situations including natural disasters, accidents, acts of terrorism and other catastrophes 
any of which could impact the transportation systems. City employees are trained and 
drilled on the procedures established in the Emergency Response Plan. The City ' s 
approach to emergencies is formulated on four phases of emergency management: 
prevention, preparedness, response and recovery. 

The MPO staff will meet to evaluate the security of the transportation systems and to 
determine plans and policies appropriate to support the actions of local , state and federal 
agencies charged with handling incidents which threaten the transportation systems. The 
actions of the MPO will reinforce transportation as a key factor in Homeland Security. 
The MPO staff will work with other agencies to establish a transportation security 
program and to share information that promotes the security of our transportation 
systems. 
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Consultation and Environmental Mitigation 
Long range transportation planning must be conducted in a manner to ensure that the 
MAP-21 requirements for consultation with agencies affecting transportation and 
environmental mitigation for transportation impacts are performed in the planning 
process. 

Consultation is an act of communication between professionals for the purpose of 
conferring and agreeing on a course of action. Decisions for transportation 
improvements should be made so that affected parties are in agreement or compromise 
with limited conflict. The MPO will seek to hold discussions with various agencies that 
may be affected by transportation plans or which may affect transportation plans. 

Projects designed to improve the transportation system may have impacts on the 
environment. If such impacts are deemed negative, some form of mitigation to reduce 
the environmental impact should be accepted by the transportation agency and the 
affected resource agencies. 

There are many agencies and organizations to contact concerning transportation plans. 
These groups are found on the local, state and federal level. It is imperative that the lines 
of communication be established early and used frequently to allow continuing, 
cooperative, and comprehensive transportation planning. 

The MPO will contact, communicate and collaborate with resource agencies and 
organizations whose sphere of influence and concern may be one or more of the 
following: 

• Economic growth and development 
• Environmental Protection 
• Airport operations 
• Freight movement 
• Land use management 
• Natural resources 
• Conservation 
• Historic preservation 
• Human service transportation providers 

The types of transportation improvements will be reviewed with the resource agencies 
and subjects of environmental interest like the following will be addressed: 

• Land use 
• Water quality 
• Wetlands 
• Floodplains 
• Endangered species 
• Section 4(f) 
• Hazardous waste sites 
• Air quality 
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• Noise 
• Historic and archeological sites 
• Secondary and cumulative impacts 
• Property acquisitions and displacements 
• Changes in accessibility 

The list of resource agencies which the MPO consults with includes : 
• Federal Highway Administration 
• NC Department of Transportation 
• Environmental Protection Agency 
• Federal Emergency Management Association 
• United States Army Corps of Engineers 
• US Fish and Wildlife 
• NC State Historic Preservation Office 
• NC League of Municipalities 
• NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
• NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
• Soil and Water Conservation District 
• NC Sierra Club 
• Pamlico Tar River Foundation 
• Rocky Mount Historic Preservation Commission 
• Rocky Mount Citizens' Together Advocacy Group 
• Rocky Mount Council of Community Services 

(See Appendix D for a more complete listing) 

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers protects the aquatic resources of the nation by a 
regulatory program requiring permits for any construction activity in the waters and 
wetlands of our country. The MPO will strive to meet the goal of no net loss of wetlands, 
and to further protect the Tar Pamlico River Basin watershed. 

The MPO is in close consultation with the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency regarding air quality. Since being declared a non-attainment area for ozone 
pollution in 2003 and upgrading to a maintenance area in 2007, the MPO has participated 
with the EPA and other agencies to ensure that transportation plans are in conformity 
with the state's plan for improving air quality. 

The MPO works closely with the North Carolina Department of Natural Resources . The 
NCDENR Strategic Plan of 2008 describes One North Carolina Naturally, a land and 
water conservation initiative which the MPO embraces. NCDENR has developed the 
Conservation Planning Tool, a valuable asset for the MPO, as part of the One North 
Carolina Naturally strategy for conserving and protecting our state's natural resources. 

The major Divisions ofNCDENR, Air Quality and Water Quality, have a significant role 
in approving the MPO's transportation plans. Other NCDENR programs like the 
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Ecosystem Enhancement Program and the Natural Heritage Program are included in the 
consultation process for transportation planning. 

The NC State Historic Preservation Office is part of the NC Department of Cultural 
Resources and participates in environmental reviews of projects which may affect the 
sites of historic significance. The MPO works with SHPO to verify the impact of 
transportation projects will not negatively affect the historic resources of the state. 

The MPO will introduce the transportation planning process to the agencies and explain 
the goals and objectives for the urban area transportation system. In addition the MPO 
will seek to understand the vision and mission of the stakeholder organizations within the 
transportation area boundary. By consulting and reducing conflicts and mitigating 
negative environmental impacts the goals of all stakeholders will be more fully obtained. 

Environment Protection and Energy Conservation 
As transportation plans are developed for the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO, 
consideration of the sensitive nature of our environment and the high cost of energy to 
maintain our quality of life must weighed in the process. 

Design of transportation improvement projects shall employ guidelines and best practices 
of local, state, and federal agencies to protect both the natural and human environments 
affected by these projects. Projects should produce benefits which improve the general 
quality of the lives of citizens by incorporating context sensitive solutions and 
demonstrating environmental justice for the affected neighborhoods. The improved 
transportation system should positively impact the environment (e.g. better air quality) 
and operate more efficiently (e .g. less energy consumption). 

A continued focus on alternative modes of transportation generally impacts the 
environment favorably and results in less fossil fuel consumption. The MPO will operate 
a transportation planning process with the intention of protecting the environment and 
savmg energy. 

Air Quality 
The Rocky Mount metropolitan statistical area (Nash and Edgecombe Counties) was 
determined to be in violation of federal ozone standards in June 2005. Readings from the 
air quality monitor in Leggett, NC determined this to be the case. After being a non
attainment area for eight-hour ozone for several years the air quality readings improved 
and the Rocky Mount area was reclassified as a maintenance area for ozone pollution . 

A result of being in violation for air quality is the requirement to develop a long range 
transportation plan on a four-year cycle. The Metropolitan Transportation Plan must also 
demonstrate conformity with the air quality improvement program of the State of NC. A 
major change of the MTP or the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) requires that 
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a new conformity report be prepared. As this MTP 2040 is being developed a 
Conformity Report based on the contents of this MTP is also being prepared. 

In recent years the readings of the local air quality monitor have been favorable for 
Rocky Mount. The MPO will continue to make transportation plans which result in the 
Rocky Mount MSA staying in compliance with the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 
and the federal transportation legislation, MAP-21. The MPO will maintain vigilance 
since air quality standards change and other forms of pollution like particulate matter 
may become an issue in the future . The MPO participates in the SICM, statewide 
interagency coordination meeting for air quality with NCDOT, NCDAQ, FHW A and 
EPA. 

Visualization 
What is visualization? Visualization is a process which improves communication 
between people. With improved communication comes better understanding and a 
greater chance for success. In transportation planning, visualization methods in a variety 
of formats like maps, charts, pictures and displays help the stakeholders of transportation 
plans, programs, and projects to better understand and appreciate the planned 
improvement. The results of visualization tools should be clear and easily obtained. 

A broad range of visualization methods exists from the simple picture to charts and tables 
to three dimensional models to videos to internet broadcasts. The skill of the MPO staff, 
the complexity of the project and the attributes of the audience must all be taken into 
account when determining how to use visualization techniques in transportation planning. 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO uses visualization techniques as part of the 
transportation planning process. Modem methods of visualization practices improve and 
enhance the explanation and understanding of transportation planning products and 
transportation improvement projects. The visualization tools increase the number of 
people interested and engaged in planning their transportation future . 

The Transportation Advisory Committee of the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO supports 
the Public Participation Plan, which encourages citizens to take a meaningful part in 
transportation planning. The MPO staff welcomes the participation of everyone in the 
development of transportation plans and programs and projects. Recruiting public 
involvement is assisted by the increased use of new visualization methods and social 
media. The Public Participation Plan may be seen on the MPO website. 

The development of the principal transportation planning documents, the Planning Work 
Program (PWP), the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP), and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) employs a variety of visualization techniques. 
Some are very high tech and others are acceptably old fashion like: 

• Sketches and artist renderings 
• Physical models 
• Geographic information systems (GIS) based mapping 
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• Orthographic photometry (aerial photography) 
• Internet website for MPO activity 
• MPO informational brochure 
• Local TV public ad 
• Participation at community events (e.g. EXPO and Festival of Cultures) 
• Static displays of maps and posters 
• PowerPoint Presentations at civic and neighborhood meetings 
• Use of sign boards for message I announcement broadcast 

Most importantly the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO and staff are striving to improve 
the communication with enhanced visualization tools between the planning agencies and 
the public body. The result will be better transportation planning for one will not only 
see what a transportation improvement project will look like but also how it will work. 

The real value of visualization methods goes beyond selling value to analysis, 
communication and decision-making. This ability will promote trust and understanding 
in our transportation planning process. 

The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO is committed to a greater degree of public 
involvement in the transportation planning process. The staff is planning to employ a 
greater use of social media tools. With the MTP 2040 will come a renewed emphasis on 
public participation and acceptance for the transportation plan. This will begin with work 
on a Comprehensive Transportation Plan for the MPO. The CTP will be visionary, 
creative and without restrictions. The CTP is expected to be ready in 2015. 
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CHAPTER FOUR - SOCIO· ECONOMIC AND LAND USE DATA 

To adequately assess the long-range transportation needs of the Rocky Mount Urban Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), it is important to have a good understanding of the 
factors that influence demand on the local transportation network. Although there is a wide range 
of variables to consider, the three most influential factors include the population within the 
boundaries of the MPO, the local economy, and land use patterns. It is also important to develop 
a realistic forecast of how these variables will change between now and the horizon year for the 
plan, 2040. Each of these factors is discussed in the subsequent sections. 

Population 

One of the more accurate predictors of travel behavior within an area is its population. Since the 
Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO resides within the Rocky Mount Metropolitan Statistical Area 
(MSA), examining the population changes within both the MSA and the MPO helps to put the 
two into perspective. Although the MPO more or less encompasses the City of Rocky Mount, the 
Town of Nashville, the Town of Sharpsburg, and the urban area(> 500 persons per square mile) 
contiguous to the city limits, the MSA consists of the aggregate of Nash and Edgecombe 
Counties. Refer to Appendix E, F, and G and the following population maps for census data. 

According to the 2010 Census, the populations within the City of Rocky Mount, the Town of 
Nashville, and the Town of Sharpsburg stand at 57,477 and 5,352 and 2,024 persons 
respectively. A tally of these three municipalities plus the census blocks completing the MPO 
boundary equals to approximately 85,351 (Appendix F). A recent US Census estimate of the 
2013 Rocky Mount population was 53,700 however Rocky Mount continues to rank as the 151

h 

most populated city in North Carolina. The 2010 population estimate of the Rocky Mount 
Statistical Area (i.e. Nash and Edgecombe Counties) was approximately 152,392. 

Overall , the Rocky Mount Metropolitan Statistical Area experienced a lightly moderate growth 
over the ten year period from 2000 to 2010. In general it appears that Nash County is 
experiencing a slower growth period while Edgecombe County has been declining in total 
population. The City of Rocky Mount shares these trends of population change. The population 
within the MPO accounts for approximately 56% of that within the Rocky Mount MSA. 

Table 4.1 summarizes the changes in population of the City of Rocky Mount, the Town of 
Nashville, the Town of Sharpsburg, Edgecombe County, Nash County, the Rocky Mount Urban 
Area MPO, and the Rocky Mount MSA. This table also includes projections of the population of 
these same areas through the horizon year of this Metropolitan Transportation Plan. 
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Table 4.1 POPULATION TRENDS 

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2025 2030 2035 
Rocky 41,283 49,000 55,900 57,477 58,914 59,651 60,387 61,293 
Mount 
Nashville 3,033 3,617 4,417 5,352 5,500 5,700 6,000 6,400 

Sharpsburg 2,024 2,100 2,150 2,300 2,375 

Edgecombe 55,988 56,558 55 ,606 56,552 54,348 53,336 52,308 52,000 
Co. 
Nash Co. 67,153 76,677 87,420 95,840 99,320 101 ,076 102,834 103,623 

MPO ----- ------- 65,800 85,351 86,054 86,471 86,802 87,149 

MSA 123,141 133,235 143,026 152,392 153,668 154,412 155,142 155,623 

As Table 4.1 indicates, the population of the City of Rocky Mount experienced a growth rate in 
the range of 1.4% per year over the past 20 years. The MPO population grew at an approximate 
rate of 3% per year over the recent 10 year period. The Rocky Mount MSA population 
registered an annual growth on the order of 0. 7% over the past 20 years. Over this time period 
the City of Rocky Mount has grown by annexation and the MPO has grown by boundary 
expansion. Recall that Nashville was added to the MPO area after the 2000 census, and 
Sharpsburg was added after the 2010 census. 

The population projections shown in Table 4.1 for the future years reflect a conservative estimate 
but are indicative of a recent trend. 

At present, the City of Rocky Mount, the Town of Nashville, and the Town of Sharpsburg 
include approximately 43.0 and 2.6 and 0.9 square miles respectively within their corporate 
boundary. The MPO boundary (218.64 sq. mi.) was adjusted in 2012 in conjunction with the 
expansion of the Rocky Mount Urban Area to include the Town of Sharpsburg. As a result, the 
MPO planning area includes both an urban and rural component, with the rural component being 
that area anticipated becoming urban in character within the next 20 years. 

The number of persons per household is another measurement useful in predicting the travel 
characteristics of home units. Both the population and the number of households in the Rocky 
Mount MSA have increased from 1980 to 201 O; however, the persons per household (PPH) 
number has decreased. According to U.S. Census 2010 statistics the PPH for Edgecombe and 
Nash Counties was 2.55 and 2.45 respectively. The PPH for both Rocky Mount and Nashville is 
2.4. Sharpsburg data shows an average of 2.47 PPH for homeowner residences and 2.43 PPH for 
rental units. With associated age and income data the PPH becomes more informative as to what 
type of trips and how many are made by an average household. 
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Census data provides a portrait of increasing diversity in the Twin County population. Nash, the 
larger county, has a 37.9% African American population, 58.7% white population, 1 % Asian 
population, 0.9% American Indian population, and 1.5% other population. Edgecombe, the more 
rural county, has a 57.3% African American population, 40.7% white population, 0.3% Asian 
population, 0.6% American Indian population, and 1.1 % other population 

The impact of Hispanic and Latino ethnic groups is growing. Nash County reports that 6.5% of 
the county population is Hispanic or Latino . Similarly in Edgecombe County the Hispanic and 
Latino population totals about 3.9%. Within the City of Rocky Mount the Hispanic and Latino 
community totals about 4% (2,107) of the City population. See Appendix G. 

The Rocky Mount area closely resembles the statewide population picture according to gender. 
Females slightly outnumber males (about 52% to 48%) in the area. The local population is aging 
similar to the national phenomenon. From 2000 to 2010 the percentage of the population over 65 
years of age has increased from 12% to 14%. 

The Local Economy 

The economic base of an area is an important factor to consider when assessing existing travel 
demand characteristics or when projecting future year travel demands. As with many eastern 
North Carolina towns, the local economy within the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO primarily 
consists of jobs within the manufacturing and retail/service based sectors. Agriculture in the 
Twin Counties and the rural sector of the MPO is a major component of the economy. Within 
the urban proper area of the MPO, health care is a major player in the local economy. See 
employment and poverty level maps. 

The City of Rocky Mount is strategically located in eastern North Carolina and is affected by and 
contributes to the major economies of this region. Consider the major highway corridors of 
Interstate 95 and US Highway 64, the north-south railroad line of CSX and Amtrak Station, and 
the Rocky Mount Wilson Airport. These facilities support and drive the regional economic 
engines of agriculture, military, education, tourism and healthcare. 

The number of employers in the "Twin County" area is estimated to be 3,000 which can be 
classified as service producer or goods producer. The vast majority (80%) is service producers 
and the remainder (20%) is goods producers. Another typical characteristic is the small size of 
the average business in the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO. For example, only about eight 
private firms employ more than 1,000 persons. 

The combined available labor force of Edgecombe and Nash Counties was estimated to be 
approximately 74,000 in December 2012 by the North Carolina Employment Security 
Commission. Of this number approximately 88% were employed. By industry classification, 
the largest percentage of workers (24.7%) is employed in manufacturing jobs, followed by 
14.6% in retail trade and 11 % in health care. 
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The economic climate of the Rocky Mount Urban Area has been a challenge over the last five 
years. The downturn of the tobacco, textile, and furniture industries in North Carolina have been 
severely felt locally. Even though the unemployment rates for both Edgecombe and Nash 
Counties have exceeded the state and national averages for more than a decade, the differences 
have been more dramatic between 2005 and 2010. The average unemployment rate in the Rocky 
Mount MSA in 2012 was 12.6%. 

The amount of travel that a person makes is directly proportional to his/her income. The 2010 
per capita income of workers living in Edgecombe County is $17 ,808 and $23,602 in Nash 
County. Median family incomes are $34, 198 and $45,052 for Edgecombe and Nash respectively 
compared to $46,291 for the State of North Carolina. 

As expected the City of Rocky Mount income data is a hybrid of Edgecombe and Nash County 
information. The 2010 per capita money income in Rocky Mount was $21,910 and the family 
median income was $38,080. The fact that the average personal and family income levels in this 
area are substantially lower than both state and national averages is a major disadvantage for the 
local economy. Refer to Appendix H, I, J and K for socio-economic statistics. 

Land Use 

The City of Rocky Mount adopted Together Tomorrow - The Comprehensive Plan for Rocky 
Mount, North Carolina in 2002, and the Land Development Code, in 2004. Each of these 
documents incorporates the Smart-Growth principles as guidelines for land use. The 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2040 complies with the guiding principles of these plans. 
More recently the City has teamed with Nash and Edgecombe Counties in the Twin County 
Visioning process. This comprehensive study nearing completion in 2013 will update overall 
plans for the area with impacts on the transportation network and land uses. The anticipated 
study results should promote a more viable community which is more sustainable and 
environmentally sensitive. See Appendix Land the Rocky Mount Zoning Map. 

Land use within the boundaries of the MPO is as much a function of Rocky Mount's geographic 
location and its natural environment as it is the local commercial and residential development 
patterns. In terms of the natural environment, the most prominent natural feature within the 
Rocky Mount urban area is the Tar River, which originates in the Piedmont near Roxboro, N.C. 
and more or less bisects Rocky Mount from the southwest to the northeast on its way to the 
Pamlico Sound and the Atlantic Ocean. Although the floodplain for the Tar River provides some 
of the richest farmland in the area, the ability to develop this land has been and continues to be 
limited by the floodway of the river and the finished floor elevations required for structures 
located within the floodplain. For example, current regulations in effect in the City of Rocky 
Mount require the finish floor elevation be 1 foot above the 100-year flood elevation. Current 
regulations also dictate that a project provide compensatory storage once the proposed fill 
exceeds 200 cubic yards per quarter acre. This is required to minimize the risk of flooding 
within the floodplain by maintaining adequate flood storage within the floodplain. In addition to 
its influence on land use and land development patterns in the area, the Tar River also represents 
a formidable barrier for the transportation system, due to the width of the river and its associated 
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floodplain. The presence of the river also results in additional environmental constraints that 
must be addressed when pursuing proposed transportation improvements. 

The Rocky Mount MPO works in conjunction with other agencies to make the best use of our 
land and natural resources for the fullest potential of the local area. For example the MPO 
supports activities of the Carolinas Gateway Partnership, the Rocky Mount Chamber of 
Commerce, Edgecombe Community College, Nash Community College, and the Gateway 
Technology Center at North Carolina Wesleyan College. These relationships should be 
strengthened in the coming years. 

The MPO should work even more closely with Rocky Mount' s Community Development 
Division. The Division' s work to enhance neighborhoods is closely aligned with the movement 
of creating more complete streets to serve the citizens. This is a prime example of improving the 
use of land available to us. 

The MPO will seek to find other opportunities similar to the Rocky Mount Downtown 
Streetscape improvement project. The Downtown renovation was recently completed with funds 
coming through the federal transportation legislation, TEA-21. This is a highly successful 
project that is expected to be the impetus for a major change in the Downtown land use. 

Likewise the MPO should be working with other agencies and departments dealing with major 
infrastructure development (e.g. water, sewer, electric, and storm water) as these activities are 
fundamental to the land use decisions in our area. 
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CHAPTER FIVE - TRANSPORTATION ELEMENTS 

Modes or methods of travel are key elements in the transportation field. In this chapter, 
each of the main travel modes (i.e. Highway, Pedestrian, Bicycle, Railroad, Public 
Transit, Aviation) within the Rocky Mount Urban Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) is examined. Comprehensive planning for each method of travel is 
needed to ensure that the transportation network fulfills the needs of the MPO through the 
year 2040. Together the several transportation modes work to provide a connectivity of 
places for the safe and efficient movement of people and goods at a reasonable cost 
(Appendix L through Q). 

This chapter also addresses several areas of interest which are fundamental elements of 
the transportation system. Safety, ITS, Freight, and Mobility I Accessibility are some 
additional elements to consider. 

Highway Element 

The transportation improvement projects listed in Chapter One include a number of 
highway projects designed to improve the mobility and accessibility of the road network. 
These projects will also improve the safety of our highway system. In addition the MTP 
2040 will promote the concept of "complete streets" in the design of projects so as to 
provide for all users (i.e. multi-modal) of the street and highway system. 

The mode split within the Rocky Mount Urban Area is skewed heavily towards the 
automobile (See Appendix M, N, 0 , and P). As a result, most of the travel demand 
(people and goods) within the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO relies on the use of local 
and state maintained roadways and bridges. These roadways include an interstate (1-95), 
regional routes (US 64, US 301), state highways (NC 4, NC 43 , NC 48, and NC 97), 
secondary roads (e.g. Winstead Avenue, SR 1613), and city streets (e.g. Grace Street). 
According to the NCDOT 2002 Highway and Road Mileage there were 727 miles of state 
maintained highways in Edgecombe County and 1,066 in Nash County. The Powell Bill 
Maps (2012) indicate that 406 miles of municipal roads and streets exist in the City of 
Rocky Mount and 32 in the Town of Nashville and 10 in the Town of Sharpsburg. 

Embedded within this hierarchy of roadways are various designing standards that address 
operating speeds, access characteristics, and vehicular capacity, etc. This stratification is 
more commonly referred to as the functional classification of a facility. While this 
distinction may seem of little consequence, these characteristics have a profound impact 
on the efficiency and effectiveness of the roadway network. 

This long range planning document evaluates the types of roadway facilities required to 
meet future year travel demands within the planning area. Projects can range from the 
addition of a turn lane at an intersection to constructing a multi-lane access controlled 
roadway on new alignment. Once these projects have been identified, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan also seeks to prioritize these projects based on a wide range of 
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factors including, but not limited to, safety, network efficiency, public input, projected 
travel demand, cost, and the potential to promote economic development. 

The Rocky Mount Collector Street Plan (CSP) was adopted in June 2004 by the City 
Council. The purpose of the CSP is to identify the existing collector street network and to 
develop standards and polices to promote the appropriate use of collector streets in future 
development areas. The CSP builds on the premise that connections provide choices, 
improve air quality and safety, reduce congestion, and contribute to an improved quality 
of life. The Collector Street Plan is available on the Rocky Mount MPO website. 

The development of projects in this plan as well as future plans is influenced by street 
and highway studies. For example the City conducted a study of Raleigh Road and 
Raleigh Street in 2012. In addition to suggested roadway improvements the study 
resulted in the corridor being designated as East and West Raleigh Boulevard (with the 
CSX RR being the dividing line). 

A study of four gateway entrances to the City of Rocky Mount was conducted by a 
consulting firm in 2012. The study recommended the use of complete street design with 
a road diet and other aesthetic enhancements to improve the community through street 
and highway modifications. This is another example of the positive impacts of 
transportation planning. 

Pedestrian Element 

Walking is the most basic means of transportation and is generally the least expensive to 
accommodate. Most trips begin and end as a pedestrian. Walking is also the most 
environmentally friendly mode. Walking generates no air pollution, requires very little 
right-of-way, results in few environmental impacts, and the required infrastructure has a 
relatively long service life. The Rocky Mount Pedestrian Plan is available on the Rocky 
Mount MPO website. See the Pedestrian Network and Sidewalk Construction maps. 
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Although addressed by some of the more recent federal legislation (ISTEA, TEA-21, 
SAFETEA-LU, and MAP-21), the goal of the MPO is to promote and plan for facilities 
(either stand alone or adjacent to the roadway) that provide for comfort, convenience, 
safety, security, and economy to the pedestrian. Sidewalks are one of the fundamental 
building blocks of a well-integrated transportation network. The MPO also recognizes 
that it is more cost effective to plan for sidewalks and other pedestrian related facilities in 
advance versus a retrofit. 

In addition to providing an alternative mode for short trips, adequate pedestrian facilities 
are also beneficial in other ways. For example, residential neighborhoods in the vicinity 
of transit routes benefit from the addition of sidewalks by making the transit stops safer 
to reach (minimizing pedestrian-auto conflicts) and more accessible for transit patrons. 
This same logic applies to rail service. The greater the accessibility of each travel mode, 
the greater the degree of utilization. This lack of accessibility (few alternative mode 
choices) is much of what fuels the current reliance on the private automobile. 
In response to the MPO's interest in planning for and improving pedestrian facilities in 
the area, a committee of local citizens was formed several years ago (the Citizens 
Advisory Transportation Group; CT AG) to address among other things the need for 
improved pedestrian access . Most members of this group are transit riders who also walk 
extensively to and from public facilities. This group meets on a regular basis to promote 
better planning for and the provision for improved pedestrian facilities. The input from 
the committee is also solicited by the MPO' s transportation planning staff for 
consideration when evaluating short term and long-range transportation improvements 
within the MPO. 

The adoption of the Rocky Mount Pedestrian Plan in August 2012 was a milestone 
supporting the efforts of recent years to improve conditions for the pedestrian in Rocky 
Mount. With the goal to promote and encourage more walking by more citizens, the plan 
identifies improvement projects and assigns priorities to them. Another result of the 
Pedestrian Plan has been the establishment of a Bicycle Pedestrian Committee. This 
group of City staff members and public citizens will work to implement the Pedestrian 
Plan. 

Bicycle Element 

With traffic congestion becoming more problematic and environmental regulations 
becoming increasingly stringent, many areas of the country are looking to promote the 
use of bicycles as an alternative to the use of the automobile. While the use of bicycles 
alone may only have a small impact in terms of reducing traffic congestion and 
improving air quality, promoting their use in conjunction with the increased use of other 
historically underutilized modes (such as bus and rail) is a step in the right direction. The 
Rocky Mount Bicycle Plan is on the Rocky Mount MPO website . See Bicycle Network 
map. 
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Although the use of bicycles within the Rocky Mount planning area is more or less 
attributed to recreational users, a substantial number of low income persons use the 
bicycle as a primary means of transportation. There are some loosely organized groups 
of bicyclists that have formed to enjoy riding together. The planning staff of the MPO 
encourages and will assist bicycle organizations. Citizens participating in the public 
workshops/neighborhood meetings typically express an interest in having more bicycle 
related improvements within the planning area. 

At present, the most significant bicycle facility within the MPO is the Tar River Trail, 
which connects Sunset Park to Martin Luther King Park (a distance of about 3 miles). 
However current NCDOT projects under construction with the MPO include wider 
bridges to carry bicyclists safely, and roads within wider outside lanes to provide for bike 
travel. The planning staff is working to include bicycle enhancements in future 
transportation projects. 

In February 2007, the City of Rocky Mount adopted the Comprehensive Bicycle Plan 
(CBP). A principal goal of the CBP is to improve and encourage bicycle transportation 
in the City. The experience and knowledge gained during development of the CBP will 
be incorporated into future plans for the overall MPO area. The following concepts will 
be investigated as the Rocky Mount CBP is developed: 

• Evaluating the potential for development of a scenic bikeway within the planning 
area, 

• Identifying existing residential streets that may be used to develop local bicycle 
routes, and 

• Compiling a list of initiatives that would seek to make bicycling more viable 
within the MPO (e.g. procurement of bicycle racks for local parks, public 
gathering places, etc.; development of a brochure for distribution promoting 
bicycle use locally). 

• Production of a Bicycling Map 

Railroad Element 

Rocky Mount has a rich railroad tradition. Trains skirted the eastern boundary of the 
community and by 1840 a downtown depot was in operation. Although the Emerson 
Shops and the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad are long gone, the depot still operates today. 
The passenger depot, which serves Amtrak patrons, was renovated and reopened in 
October 2000. The depot is also located immediately adjacent to the renovated bus 
station (March 1998), which accommodates both Tar River Transit and Greyhound I 
Trailways bus services under one roof. Together these two facilities comprise the Rocky 
Mount Multi-Modal Transportation Center. 

The Rocky Mount train station is one of 16 North Carolina Amtrak stations. With 
approximately 58,000 passengers getting on or off at Rocky Mount, this is the fourth 
most active station in NC. Amtrak train sets are named and also carry number identifiers. 
Odd numbered trains head south and even numbered trains travel north. Rocky Mount 
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sits about midway on the mainline from Miami, FL to New York, NY. Passenger service 
on the Carolinian(# 80) goes west to Charlotte, NC. See Appendix Q. 

The CSX "A" Line (north - south), which includes 2 tracks, accommodates both 
passenger and rail service. At present, eight Amtrak passenger trains pass through the 
planning area on a daily basis. In addition to those trains providing passenger service to 
the area, approximately 30 freight trains operated by CSX Transportation use the "A" 
Line to transport cargo on a daily basis. A "Quiet Zone" is maintained in downtown 
Rocky Mount. The trains do not blow their horns passing through the central business 
district. 

Two rail lines extend east-west from downtown Rocky Mount. One, the Carolina Coastal 
Railway, extend toward the west to Spring Hope, NC. The second extends toward the 
east to Plymouth, NC. This is the AB line of the CSX Railroad. The City of Rocky 
Mount is investigating the possibility of quiet zones on these two lines. 

Safety at the road and track crossing is a primary concern in the MPO. There are some 
sixty at grade public crossings in the area. The MPO works to make these crossings safe. 
The City of Rocky Mount has closed several crossing to vehicular traffic in recent years. 
Pedestrian crossing at these locations has been maintained by directing walkers through 
safe pathways. The MPO will continue to work to prevent collisions of trains with 
vehicles and pedestrians. 

The MPO will also continue to seek ways to reduce the time that trains stop in the 
downtown area. Trains leaving or entering the rail yard south of Rocky Mount are slow 
clearing through downtown causing traffic backup at the crossings. The MPO will 
collaborate with the NCDOT Rail Division to seek improvements on the rail system to 
reduce this train delay. See the NC Railroad System map. 
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Transit Element 

The transit system in Rocky Mount began as a privately owned and operated system. In 
1983, the City acquired new buses and took over operation of the service called Rocky 
Mount Transit. Since the bus system was acquired in 1983, the City has contracted with 
a provider to operate RMT services and has only been providing management and 
maintenance functions. 

RMT became Tar River Transit in 2003 and is currently operating ten fixed routes. 
All routes originate at the Transfer Center located on Coast Line Street. Fixed route 
service is available Monday through Saturday, excluding the major holidays. All routes 
operate on hourly headways (weekdays and Saturday). See Appendix R. 

In accordance with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA), Tar River Transit also offers complementary paratransit services. The City' s 
ADA service is known as the Dial-a-Ride Transportation Services (DARTS) Program. 

The MPO endorses the TRavel smartT program of TRT. This program teaches seniors 
and disabled persons how to use the bus system. Visit the Tar River Transit website for 
the latest news about all services and programs of the TRT. 

Intercity bus service is housed at the transportation center along with Amtrak and Tar 
River Transit services. See Appendix Sand the Tar River Transit route map. 

39 



§ 

'~' TAR RIVER TRANSIT 

.... """ ........ ...........__ 

GOUX.EAF ST. 
I ., 

i 
E. THOMAS ST. r. 

~ 
1ii 

I Zeb<!\O!I~ · 

• L Sun~Av. oi w 
\Vtstridge Villagt S.C. . • ~ 

U.S. l'olr Offire Ei1>:/ewood 
Elememury 

Suurity 

W\ns'!.ead Rd. 

'tiJ i'1 Co~-i?]- Enx/,-wood 

';~~. t·· ·k 

Grt1pt'fl1w1d'T 

.............: , .......... 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

4 : 

;! 

j 
.,; 

~· 

<1 
S-

J 
Lowes • 

Edword.f • 
J1111ior High 

~ w 
~ 

'\.., 
'!>~ 

• Fred 's 
Club 

• YMCA 

&3 

' 
() 

J 
:l 

IN~~ 
@;~ 

J/ ;s . 

~~~ 

.~l 
& 

l 
1! 
"' 

I 
I 

r;;;;i / 
'WJ/ 

~ 
~ 

Slirh 
Pw·k • 

~ Interstate 

~ US Highway 

• Points of Interest 

ID Hospitals 

• Parks 

Railroads 

ROUTE LISTING 

i-''t' I 
....., Meadowbrook 

~i>"'_, ,r -U- Oakwood 

~ South Rocky Mount 

-ct- Hillsdale 

...., Golden East 

-0- Ravenwood 

...._ Sunset 

-GJ- Rocky Mount East 

SCALE 
' " ' ' -- - -Miln 

0 2012, Tar AIVftt Transi t 
Design by Sm•rtmapa, Inc. 

~ ~~ E.Aal<!;gliB/vd. 
w .. t. ~ &i3 
A.rmJtrvnR Apts. ~ 

n1orne • :%-
Ridge . 
Apts. ~ 

~ 
" 

Windsor .§ 

Meadowbrook 
• P(lrk 

Rosewood Av. 

N'1.SIJ COIINry lfAl!J«JAD 

(@ 

-



Aviation Element 

The expansion of the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO Boundary in 2003 took in the 
Rocky Mount - Wilson Regional Airport (RWI), which serves the Counties of Nash, 
Wilson, and Edgecombe. RWI is one of 16 certified Business Class Airports in NC. 
Located 6.5 miles southwest from Rocky Mount on NC Hwy 97, the airport serves 
private passenger and corporate aircraft. Twenty-six aircraft are based at the airport. 
RWI has one 7,000-foot runway, a passenger terminal building, and several hangars sited 
on 364 acres. General aviation services including flight instruction, aircraft charter, 
aircraft rental, airframe work, and engine repairs are provided by the Fixed Base 
Operator, AirCare, Inc. 

Safety Element 

When people are asked, safety consistently ranks among the top desirable characteristics 
for the transportation system. The MPO staff maintains an extensive database of traffic 
collision records. The information gathered serves to develop improvements which may 
reduce the number and severity of future traffic crashes. See Appendix B for examples of 
traffic crash statistics. 

In addition to best practices of safe street and highway design, the MPO promotes 
education of the traveling public to create a safer transportation experience. A few 
examples include the warnings of alcohol/drug use, speeding issues, driver fatigue, 
dangers of cell phone and texting, and violating railroad crossing gates. The list goes on 
and the determination of transportation planners to keep the spotlight on must also 
continue. 

ITS Element 

With the funding for transportation improvements becoming increasingly scarce on the 
local, state, and federal levels, additional emphasis has been placed on maximizing the 
"capacity" provided by the existing transportation infrastructure. One of the more cost 
effective approaches to achieve this goal involves the use of technology to better manage 
and integrate the existing components of a transportation system. Because this approach 
routinely relies on advanced technologies to accomplish this goal, these tools generally 
fall within the category of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS). 

Depending on the size, complexity, and diversity of the transportation systems in 
question, there is a wide range of tools available to "maximize" the ability of the network 
to transport people and goods. Locally, the use of ITS is best exemplified in the 
operation of the traffic signal system. The Rocky Mount signal system is currently 
undergoing a major upgrade. The new system will result in a more efficient and effective 
traffic signal operation. The traffic monitoring camera capacity is also being increased 
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with the signal system project. Variable message boards are also being installed on US 
Highway 64 within the MPO. 

Freight Element 

The movement of goods (freight) is a principal purpose of transportation, and it is 
accomplished by a variety of transportation modes. The Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO 
is located in an important corridor of shipping lanes both via truck and railroad. 
Interstate 95 and US 301 support freight deliveries in a north-south direction and US 64 
carries freight statewide in the east-west direction. The CSX Railroad operates a 
mainline north-south through the heart of Rocky Mount. 

The following local companies operate significant trucking operations: McLane, MBM, 
Hospira, and Eagle Transport. The maintenance of existing roads and the development of 
new facilities are critical to the success of these firms . CSX needs added capacity on the 
rail line to serve future freight needs through this area. The MPO must be prepared to 
cooperate with the state and federal agencies to assist freight carriers. 

Mobility I Accessibility 

Although contradictory, each is equally important and valued. The planner must strive to 
achieve the acceptable balance of mobility and accessibility. This is no easy task and no 
one way to do it. Hopefully our efforts will do the most good for the most people as we 
acknowledge that all persons will not be pleased with our decisions. By employing the 
best practices of guiding principles like access management, complete street design, 
context sensitive design, and environmental stewardship our plans will result in a more 
sustainable, quality life. Appendix S portrays connectivity of Rocky Mount via various 
travel modes to major destinations. 
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CHAPTER SIX - TRANSPORTATION FUNDING 

The financial plan is an essential element of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). 
Federal regulations require the transportation improvements included in the MTP be 
financially constrained. More specifically, the cost of those projects included in the 
transportation plan should not exceed the funds reasonably expected to be available for 
construction of those improvements identified over the life of the transportation plan. 

The development of the MTP 2040 reflects the economic challenge of our day. The 
recent four years have been difficult ones to meet the needs of our community with the 
limited resources available. The transportation sphere has been affected like the other 
economic spheres of our nation. The list of improvements identified in the MTP 2040 is 
significantly smaller than the list of 2035. This new transportation plan is much more 
realistic as to what may reasonably be expected to be accomplished. 

Until revenues are substantially increased, the rate of transportation improvements being 
completed will be tempered. Continued emphasis on efficiency must be maintained as 
we learn to live within our means. Additionally, a priority must be placed on the most 
needed improvements to ensure the best use of limited funds is made. Appendix T, U, V 
and W relate to transportation funding. 

Overview of Financial Sources for Transportation 

The State of North Carolina and the governing members in the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization have a variety of funding sources at their disposal for the development and 
maintenance of their transportation system. The vast majority of transportation funds 
available are generated by fuel taxes levied by the state and federal government. Federal 
funds are collected and distributed to federal highway, railway, and transit programs from 
which the State of North Carolina receives funds based on eligible projects and funding 
formulas dictated by federal legislation. 

The Rocky Mount MPO is located within the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation Division Four and may expect to receive funding through a number of 
funding categories from State and Federal sources. The Surface Transportation Program 
(STP) and the National Highway Performance program are the primary sources for TIP 
projects. The Rocky Mount area is eligible for Congestion Mitigation for Air Quality 
(CMAQ) funds. The recent federal transportation legislation (MAP-21) designated a new 
funding category, the Transportation Alternatives (TA), from which the MPO may 
reasonably anticipate some funding. Powell Bill funding is a major source of revenue for 
the local municipalities in the MPO (Rocky Mount, Nashville, Sharpsburg). The State 
Highway Fund is a major supplier of roadway maintenance funding. NCDOT has 
provided Spot Safety funding for minor projects yielding safety enhancements. 

Tolls, local financial participation, sales tax and bonds are other transportation funding 
sources to be considered. The State is currently investigating the potential and effects of 
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tolling Interstate 95. Such a toll would contribute to the funding of an interchange on 1-
95 at Sunset Avenue in Rocky Mount. Rocky Mount, Nashville and Nash County should 
evaluate the benefits of providing local funds to assist the construction of this 
interchange. The use of a financial tool to refund upfront local financial participation 
may provide a means of accelerating this desirable project. 

Rocky Mount may determine that a local option sales tax for transportation needs is 
warranted. Several other NC communities have already taken this route or are 
considering same. In addition the City fathers are studying the use of bonds for funding 
transportation needs. These two methods are indications that there is some evidence of 
new revenue possibilities in the political winds. 

As do all other states, North Carolina collects a state fuel tax in addition to the federal 
fuel tax to construct roads and highways. The current gas tax is 37.8 cents per gallon 
state tax and 18.4 cents per gallon federal tax (a total of 56.2 cents). The NC gas tax is 
the eighth highest in the nation. 

However, in our local area and nationally the collection of gasoline taxes from the motor 
vehicle operators is not proving sufficient for the needs of the transportation system 
network. The amount of gas tax revenue is diminishing as automobiles become more 
fuel efficient. Until other funding sources are increased or developed the collection of 
the gas tax must be preserved. 

Tar River Transit (TRT), the local public transportation agency, receives local, state and 
federal funding for operations, planning, purchasing, and maintenance functions. TRT 
receives federal Section 5303 and 5307 and 5309 funds for these purposes. 

Existing Uses of Transportation Funds 

In the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO, federal and state funds are allocated to statewide 
programs, initiatives, and responsibilities. A portion of the funds is also allocated to the 
local governments for the development of long-range transportation plans. The following 
are examples of the use of federal and state funds for transportation. 

• Interstate Highway Improvements, repair and maintenance 
• Highway Construction 
• Public Transportation 
• Resurfacing of roadways 
• Sidewalks and pedestrian improvements 
• Bike paths and lanes 
• Restoration and enhancement of historic transportation facilities 
• Bridge replacement and repair 
• Planning and engineering costs 
• Operations and maintenance of existing highways 
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In addition to the funds provided to local governments by the State, local governments 
also generate funds to be used in road maintenance and street construction. The local 
governments in the Rocky Mount Urban Area MPO planning area generally use a 
combination of taxes, fees, and grant monies to pay for transportation projects and 
maintenance. The most often used sources are ad valorum taxes and Powell Bill funds. 
The state distributes Powell Bill funds to eligible cities for maintenance of city streets. 
The amount of Powell Bill funds received locally is based upon the number of miles of 
streets maintained by the municipality and its population (Appendix U). The source of 
the Powell Bill funds is the North Carolina gasoline tax. In addition to motor fuel taxes, 
cities and counties have also used grants and developer contributions to make 
improvements to their transportation system. 

In addition to funding the improvements themselves, the city and counties have 
implemented subdivision ordinances that require any subdividing property to meet certain 
requirements. The requirements include the construction of streets to the NCDOT 
standards at a minimum. The City of Rocky Mount has street construction requirements 
that exceed the NCDOT requirements . Also, the City of Rocky Mount has zoning 
regulations that require additional building setbacks on thoroughfares that have been 
identified in the MTP for widening. This allows the property the property owner to 
develop their property, while also minimizing the cost of right-of-way and disruption to 
the neighborhood when a roadway is widened. 

Financial Projections 

An important step in developing the financial plan involves assessing the funds available 
for constructing these projects included in the Transportation Plan. As with any 
projections, the information provided is the best estimate at this time. Actual 
funding will depend on a number of factors including the economy, population changes, 
and governmental regulations. A variety of financial data is presented in the Appendix. 

Table 6.1 is a summary of the anticipated transportation funding over the course of the 
MTP 2040 from the major funding sources. For the purpose of this analysis, it was 
assumed that funding levels for Federal, State and Local governments would remain near 
current levels. To determine the state and federal share applicable to the Rocky Mount 
Urban Area MPO, an analysis of maintenance and construction spending in the MPO area 
ofNCDOT Division Four was made. See Appendix W. 

The annual TIP funding level may reasonably be expected to total approximately 
$9,000,000 per year. Considering funding for public transportation over the past ten year 
period, the MPO anticipates an annual funding level of $600,000 for Tar River Transit, 
the local public transit agency. These funds would support operations, planning and 
capital improvements. 
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Although a majority of the Powell Bill funds received by Rocky Mount are used for 
maintenance purposes (resurfacing of streets, drainage improvements, etc.), a review of 
Powell Bill expenditures over the last eight years in Rocky Mount identified a number of 
transportation capital improvement projects. Assuming that this level of investment will 
continue through the life of the Transportation Plan, approximately $250,000 of Powell 
Bill funds may be budgeted for transportation improvements on an annual basis. 

The City of Rocky Mount also supplements the use of Powell Bill monies with the use of 
monies from the General Fund. The City of Rocky Mount may be expected to allocate 
$150,000 per year from the General Fund for transportation. 

Based on these projections, the funding available for transportation projects in the Rocky 
Mount Urban Area MPO is estimated to total $10,000,000 annually. For a twenty-five 
year planning period, this equates to an investment of $250,000,000 in 2013 dollars. 

Transportation Improvement Program $9,000,000 
Public Transportation 600,000 
Powell Bill 250,000 
General Fund (City of Rocky Mount) 150,000 
Annual Total $10,000,000 

25 Year Projection TOTAL $250,000,000 

Financing Strategy and Summary 
The transportation improvements identified in this Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
2040 (see Chapter One) have been scheduled by Phase 1, 2 and 3. The estimated total 
cost for all of these projects is $250,000,000. It is within reason to anticipate 
transportation funding revenues to match this expenditure of $250,000,000. 
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APPENDIX A 
ROCKY MOUNT TRANSPORTATION PLANNING HISTORY 

1963 First Rocky Mount Thoroughfare Plan adopted by the City of Rocky Mount 

1965 Thoroughfare Plan revised 

1973 Second Thoroughfare Plan adopted 

1979 Thoroughfare Plan revised 

1985 Thoroughfare Plan adopted by the City of Rocky Mount 

1987 Thoroughfare Plan revised 

1998 Transportation Plan Update 

2001 Transportation Plan 2025 adopted by the TAC 

2003 Thoroughfare Plan adopted by the TAC 

2004 Collector Street Plan adopted by the City of Rocky Mount * 

2004 TAC adopted the Long Range Transportation Plan 2030 (Nov. 15, 2004) 

2004 CRM contracted with Kimley-Horn and Associates to develop Comprehensive Bicycle Plan 

2007 Comprehensive Bicycle Plan (adopted Feb 12) * 

2007 Hillsdale Trail Dedication May 23 

2007 Sports Complex I Tar River Trail Connector Feasibility Study by WK Dickson in November 

2008 Rocky Mount awarded a Pedestrian Planning Grant by NCDOT 

2009 TAC adopted the Long Range Transportation Plan 2035 (May 18, 2009) * 

2012 Gateway Corridor Plan Study (February) 

2012 Rocky Mount Pedestrian Plan (adopted August) * 

* Document available on the Rocky Mount MPO website : www.rockymountnc.gov/mpo/ 

Drive: M 
Folder: Transportation Planning General Topi cs 
File: Rocky Mount Transportation Planni ng History 



APPENDIX B 

CITY of ROCKY MOUNT 
TRAFFIC CRASH STATISTICS 

Key Indicators 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Total Crashes 1,946 1,997 1,844 1,781 

Total Fatalities 6 3 6 2 

Average Crashes Per Day 5.3 5.5 5.1 4.9 

Most Frequent Crash Day Friday Friday Friday Friday 

Least Frequent Crash Day Sunday Sunday 
Sunday/ 

Sunday 
Tuesday 

Most Frequent Crash Hour 2:00 PM 3:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:00 PM 

Least Frequent Crash Hour 5:00 AM 4:00 AM 4:00 AM 5:00 AM 

Most Frequent Crash Month December November March October 

Least Frequent Crash Month August February June January 

Days Per Year Without a Crash 2 5 2 6 

Most Frequent Crash Type 
Rear Rear Rear Rear 
End End End End 

State of NC Crash Ranking * 
10 10 9 13 

(City of Rocky Mount) 

2012 

1,824 

10 

5.0 

Friday 

Sunday 

3:00 PM 

4:00 AM 

February 

September 

3 

Rear 
End 

Not 
Available 

* State of North Carolina Crash rankings are based on many factors. For 83 cities with populations of 
10,000 or more, a ranking of" 1" would indicate the worst case situation, and a ranking of "83" would 
indicate the best case situation. 

The data presented in this document reflects public st reet crashes only and does not include crashes that 
occur on private property. 

Q DrivefTraflic Crash Annual Report 
CRM Crash Stats - 2012 

3/4/20 13 



APPENDIXC 

Transportation Planner Safety Desk Reference (FHW A) 
17 Safety Emphasis Areas 

1. Older persons' safe mobility 

2. Pedestrian collisions 

3. Aggressive driving 

4. Unlicensed drivers 

5. Signalized intersections 

6. Un-signalized intersections 

7. Run-off-road collisions 

8. Head-on collisions 

9. Horizontal curves 

10. Tree collisions 

11. Utility pole collisions 

12. Occupant protection 

13. Heavy truck collisions 

14. Work zone collisions 

15. Drowsy or distracted driving 

16. Rural emergency medical services 

17. Alcohol-involved collisions 

Drive : F 
File : Appendix D 



APPENDIX D 

Resource Agencies: 

1. Citizens Together Advocacy Group 
2. Council of Community Services 
3. Clean Water Management Trust Fund 
4. USEPA Region 4 Wetlands Section 
5. FEMA 
6. NC Division of Emergency Management 
7. FHWA 
8. State Historic Preservation Office 
9. Rocky Mount Historic Preservation Commission 
10. League of Municipalities 
11. NC Metropolitan Coalition 
12. NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
13 . NC Division of Air Quality 
14. NC Division of Water Quality 
15 . One NC Naturally 
16. NCDENR Ecosystem Enhancement Program 
17. Natural Heritage Program 
18. NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
19. NC Division oflnland Fisheries 
20. NCDOT 
21. US Army Corps of Engineers 
22. US Fish and Wildlife 
23. Soil and Water Conservation District 
24 . Pamlico Tar River Foundation 
25 . NC Sierra Club - Medoc Group 

Drive: F 
File: Appendix E 



APPENDIX E 

Rocky Mount Travel Model 
P I . F opu at1on orecasts 

Year 2000 2005 2010 2017 2020 2030 2040 
Total Population 
Nash 87,420 91 ,544 95,878 98,432 99,557 103,307 107,009 
Nash (in Model) 58,975 61 ,782 65,775 67,527 68,299 70,872 73,411 
Edgecombe 55,606 53,034 56,583 55,072 54,497 52,598 50,572 
Edgecombe (in Model) 23,556 22,466 21 ,854 21 ,854 21 ,854 21 ,854 21 ,854 

Rocky Mount MSA 143,026 144,578 152,461 153,504 154,054 155,905 157,581 
Total Model Population 82,531 84,248 87,629 89,381 90, 153 92,726 95,265 
% of MSA Pop in Model 57.7% 58.3% 57.5% 58.2% 58.5% 59.5% 60.5% 

Population Breakdown (only in 
Model Study Area) 
Group Quarters 
Nash 1,469 1,539 1,638 1,682 1,701 1,765 1,829 
Edgecombe 534 509 495 495 495 495 495 
Model Total 2,003 2,048 2,133 2, 177 2, 196 2,260 2,324 

Household Population 
Nash 57,506 60,243 64, 137 65,845 66,598 69, 107 71 ,582 
Edgecombe 23,022 21 ,957 21 ,359 21 ,359 21 ,359 21 ,359 21 ,359 
Model Total 80,528 82,200 85,496 87,204 87,957 90,466 92,941 

Household Size 
Nash 2.4871 2.4871 2.44 2.44 2.44 2.44 2.44 
Edgecombe 2.7486 2.7486 2.56 2.56 2.56 2.56 2.56 
Model Total 2.56 2.55 2.47 2.47 2.47 2.47 2.47 

Model Households 
Nash 23, 122 24,222 26,278 26,978 27,286 28,314 29,328 
Edgecombe 8,376 7,988 8,328 8,328 8,328 8,328 8,328 
Model Total 31,498 32,210 34,606 35,306 35,614 36,642 37,656 

New Households to Allocate 
Nash 700 1,008 2,036 3,050 
Edgecombe 0 0 0 0 
Model Total 700 1,008 2,036 3,050 



Census Block/ 
No. Track 

202 T 

203 T 

204 T 

206 T 

213 T 

214 T 

102 T 

103 T 

104 T 

107 T 

108 T 

112 T 

113 T 

J0502 T 

J0503 T 

J0504 T 

1060J T 

10602 T 

11101 T 

1J102 T 

13 T 

TOTAL 

Q Driveffransportation 

MPO Population 

3/4/2013 

County 

Edge 

Edge 

Edge 

Edge 

Edge 

Edge 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Nash 

Wilson 

O/o Whites 

JOO 1,030 

100 591 

JOO 248 

75 767 

5 143 

2 65 

JOO 928 

100 2,893 

100 772 

75 864 

50 2,663 

99 4,70J 

20 615 

JOO 3,671 

98 J,705 

100 3,576 

100 1,338 

100 2, J 13 

100 3,840 

95 4,405 

1 3J 

36,959 

APPENDIX F 

MPO Population 

Blacks Hispanics Asa ins 
Native 

Multiracial 
Other 

TOTAL 
% Change 

Americans Groups Since 2000 

4,847 61 0 0 6J 0 6,059 -J5.3% 

4,6J8 54 0 0 54 0 5,370 -5 .6% 

4,61 J 50 0 0 50 0 4,958 -6.5% 

1,692 132 0 26 0 0 2,644 -J0.6% 

80 17 0 0 2 0 243 10.2% 

17 I 0 0 I 0 83 22.8% 

4,072 52 0 52 52 0 5,155 -19.5% 

3,287 197 66 0 66 0 6,574 5.4% 

2,416 101 0 34 34 0 3,356 -17.8% 

1,070 62 0 0 21 0 2,057 -0.8% 

756 72 0 36 36 0 3,598 18.6% 

1,099 183 6J 0 6J 0 6, J05 J7.J% 

J J9 248 0 0 JO 0 992 J9 .6% 

2,824 212 141 7J J4J 0 7,060 J2 .3% 

1,005 183 61 30 30 0 3,045 6.3% 

J,848 358 60 60 60 0 5,960 J.9% 

l ,010 300 27 27 55 0 2,730 9.9% 

2,9J3 400 J 7J 57 J 14 0 5,712 -3 .0% 

1,800 180 60 60 60 0 6,000 82.8% 

2,810 228 0 76 76 0 7,594 18.0% 

21 2 0 0 1 0 56 -0.7% 

42,915 3,093 647 529 985 0 85,351 



APPENDIX G 
City of Rocky Mount 2010 Census Data 

Description 

Area (square miles) 

Population (2010) 

Male 

Female 

HispC!nic I Latino 

Non Hispanic I Non Latino 

White alone 
Black or African American 
alone 
American Indian & Alaska 
native alone 

Asian alone 
Native Hawaiian & other 
Pacific Islanders 

Some other race alone 

Two or more races 

Q_fflce _State Budget ~ Managem_ent 

919 807-4756 

Drive: M 
Folder: POPULATION 

Edgecombe 

13 30% 

17,584 30% 

7,748 13.5% 

9,776 17.0% 

260 ' 0.5% I 

17,264 : 30.0% ' 

1,908 3.3% 

15, 1_95 i 26.4% 

69 1 0.1% 
l 

18 

31 +-
! 

144 0.3% 
- . 

187 1 0.3% 

File : City of Rocky Mount 2010 Census Data 

Nash 

31 70% 

40,0981 70% 
I . 

I 

I 
18,548 , 32.3% I 

I 

i 

21,405 ! 37.2% I 
-- I 

1,846 : 3.2% ! 

38, 107 1 66.3% I 
• j • t 

17,320 30.1% f 

20,050 34 .9% . 

281 0.5% 

545 0.9% 

9 

1,046 1.8% 

706 1.2% 

City Total 

44 100% 

_ 5JJ477 ~ 100% 

26,296. 46% 

31,181 ; 54% 

2,107 : 4% 
I 

~5,371 '. 96% 

19,228 34% 

351-245 . . 61% 

350 0.60% 

563 1.00% 

12J 
-

I 

1,186 2.10% 

893 1.60% 



Population 

2000 

2010 

2011 

2012 

Persons Per Square Mile 

2000 

2007 

2010 

Per Capita Income 

2007 

2011 

Registered Vehicles Per 
1 000 Pooulation 

2000 

2007 

2012 

Land Area Square Miles 

Miles of Paved Roads Per 
Square Mile 

2002 

2011 

Persons Per Household 

2000 

2011 

Unemployment Percent 

2000 

2004 

2007 

201 2 

Mean Travel Time to Work (min) 

Q drive!Transportation 
Socio - Economic Data 

2011 

APPENDIX H 

Socio - Economic Data 

Edgecombe County Nash County North Carolina 

55,606 87,420 8,049,313 

56,552 95,840 9,535 ,483 

56,041 96,116 9,651 , 103 

9,752,073 

110. l 161.9 165 .2 

104.0 172.0 

111.9 177.3 196.1 

$25,445.00 $29,597 .00 $32,247 .00 

$17,808 .00 $23 ,602 .00 $25 ,256.00 

743 817 

757 827 

798 953 

505 540 48,718 

1.44 1.98 1.61 

1.44 1.99 1.63 

2.49 2.75 2.5 

2.55 2.45 2 .50 

5.9 4.6 3.7 

8.6 6.4 5.5 

7.5 5.4 4.7 

14.3 11.7 9.54 

20.4 21.2 23.4 



APPENDIX I 
Socio-Demographic Table for Rocky Mount MPO 

Item 
Rocky 

Nashville Sh b Edgecombe Nash Co. 
North 

Mount 
arps urg C Carolina o. 

Population 2011 estimate 57,433 5,367 56,041 96, 116 9,656,401 

Population 2010 census 57,477 
t 

5,352 2,024 56,552 95,840 9,535,483 

Population percent change 4/1/10 to 7 /1 /11 -0.1 0.3 -0.9 0.3 1.3 

Female Popu lation percent 2010 54.2 53.8 54.7 53.5 51 .7 51 .3 -
White person percent 2010 33.5 51.2 36.8 40.7 58.7 68.5 

Black person percent 2010 61 .3 45.5 58.9 57.3 37.9 21.5 

Ameri~a,ri Indian/Native person percent 2010 0.6 0.6 0.1 0.6 0.9 1.3 

Asian person percent 2010 1.0 0.4 0.6 0.3 1.0 2.2 

Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin percent 2010 3.7 1.6 2.5 39 6.5 8.4 

L_angua_g~ other than English spoken at home 5.4 1.6 3.8 7.5 10.6 
~ 

High school graduate or higher e_ercent 25+ 80.8 87.1 77.9 81.9 84.1 

Bachelor's degree or higher percent age 25+ 19.4 22.3 10.6 18.9 26.5 

Mean travel time to work minutes 18.6 21 .3 20.4 21 .2 23.4 

Homeownership rate 54.8 58.6 63.2 63.6 67.8 

Housing units in multi-unit structures percent 23.8 17.0 13.6 13.9 17.0 

Households (HH) 23,393 2,109 826 21 ,533 37,954 3,664, 119 

Persons per HH 2.40 2.40 2.55 2.45 2.50 
- --· 

Per cap~a money income $21 ,910 $25,973 
~ 

$17,808 $23,602 $25,256 

Median HH income $38,080 $55,783 $34,198 $45,052 · $46,291 
- . 

Persons below poverty level percent 21 .5 10.8 22.6 16 16.1 

Land area in square miles 2010 43.79 4.14 505.34 540.41 48,617.91 

Persons per square mile 2010 1312.6 1293.7 111 .9 177.3 196.1 

Drive: M 
Folder: Transportation Plan 2040 
File: Socio-Demographic Table for RM MPO 3/4/2013 



APPENDIX J 

EMPLOYMENT/INCOME PROFILE 

United 
States 

Civilian Labor Force Estimates - December 2012 

Labor Force 154,904,000 

Employed 143 ,060,000 

Unemployed 11,844,000 

Unemployment Rate 7.6% 

Income 

2007-2011 Per Capita Money Income in 
$27,915 

Past 12 Months 

2007-2011 Median Household Income $52,762 

Persons below Poverty Level, Percent, 2007-2011 14.3% 

Last Update: 3/1 /2013 

Data Sources: NC Employment Security Commission; US Census 

Q Drive/Transportation 
Employment - Income Profile 

State of 
NC 

4,707,210 

4,262,359 

444,851 

9.5% 

$25,256 

$46,291 

16.1 % 

Nash Edgecombe 
County County 

47,496 26,405 

42, 195 22,453 

5,301 3,952 

11.2% 15.0% 

$23,602 $17,808 

$45,052 $34, 198 

16.0% 22.6% 



17.0% 

16.0% 

15.0% 

14.0% 

13.0% 

Q,j 12.0% ..... 
~ 

~ ..... 11 .0% 

= Q,j 10.0% e ..... 
9.0% 0 

Q.. 
e 8.0% 
Q,j 

= ~ 7.0% 

6.0% 

5.0% 

4.0% 

3.0% 

2.0% 

2000 200 1 

Last Update: 2/28/ 13 

APPENDIX K 

Edgecombe/Nash/NC/US Unemployment History 
(Civilian Labor Force, Seasonally Unadjusted) 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 20 10 20 1 I 

Year 

Data Source: NC Employment Security Commission 

Q Driverrransportation 
Unemployment History 

20 12 

• Edgecombe J 

• Nash 

DNC 

• us 



Town of Nashville, NC 

City of Rocky Mount, NC 

Town of Sharpsburg, NC 

RM Urban Area 

RMMPO 

Edgecombe County 

Nash County 

North Carolina 

Drive: Q 
Folder: Transportation 
File : Land Areas 

APPENDIX L 

2.60 

43.39 

0.90 

46.00 

198.00 

505.00 

540.00 

48,718 .00 



APPENDIX M 

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 

I City of Rocky Mount 

Automobiles Trucks Buses Motorcyc les 
Tractor Recreation 
Trucks Vehicles 

June 2006 37,239 8,398 13 956 37 121 

June 2007 38,977 8,769 15 1,029 41 124 

June 2008 38,81 1 8,866 16 1,080 52 116 

June 2009 36,533 8,436 17 1,023 42 109 

June 2010 35 ,222 8, 102 21 902 63 97 

June 2011 36,432 8,359 14 987 42 100 

June2012 36,316 8,325 15 955 45 IOI 

I Edgecombe County 

Automobiles Trucks Buses Motorcycles 
Tractor Recreation 
Trucks Vehicles 

June 2006 29,548 10,034 44 717 306 65 

June 2007 30,807 10,385 42 753 278 73 

June 2008 30,643 I 0,415 62 809 296 70 

June 2009 28,819 9,885 54 766 249 62 

June 2010 27,829 9,401 52 712 215 62 

June 2011 28,982 9,735 48 770 228 57 

June 2012 28,916 9,676 38 799 224 60 

I Nash County 

Automobiles Trucks Buses Motorcycles 
Tractor Recreation 
Trucks Vehicles 

June 2006 56, 197 20,402 104 1,663 1,047 191 

June 2007 59, 136 21 ,249 126 1,819 1,0 19 191 

June 2008 59,200 21,305 125 1,913 970 189 

June 2009 55 ,843 20,302 127 1,854 929 186 

June2010 54,094 19,507 117 1,679 912 173 

June2011 56,867 20, 197 126 1,827 953 187 

June 2012 56,990 20,173 136 1,789 969 187 

Note: The Edgecombe and Nash County totals inc lude the City of Rocky Mount registrations. 

Source: NC Division of Motor Vehicles 

Last Update: 2/28/ 13 

Q DrivefTransportat ion 
reg istrat ions 

I 

I 

I 



APPENDIX N 

Summary of Highway Mileage - 2011 

Edgecombe Nash North 
County County Carolina 

State Hwy System Paved Miles 714.14 1,049.37 74,832 .65 

< /' 

State Hwy System Unpaved Miles 11.65 22.67 4,495.35 

I / '. :.:/::· : :·:·:. : :/: /:: 

State Primary Hwy System Paved 
199.30 183.22 11 ,709.02 

Non-municipal 
/ :' '.· ·· •.·:::· ... ·•· .. · .. ··:.:;: · <::.:·:/ /./: ' / /. :/' .••.. :· : .•·.;: 

State Primary Hwy System Unpaved 
0.00 0.00 25 .86 

Non-municipal 
.. , .. , . :: ::: 

State Primary Hwy System Paved 
37.52 69.39 3,217.86 

Municipal 

State Primary Hwy System Unpaved 
0.00 0.00 0.00 

Municipal 
I: .. :: 
State Secondary Hwy System Paved 
Non-municipal 431.27 688.81 53 ,983 .67 
"' ? :::: ·· ···.·: ··· .;.;;;.;.;:.:• :• ·•····· ,', ', .·.--·-·-·-·. ---- ·.· ;.:: -:- :-: - ./: / •·: 

State Secondary Hwy System 
Unpaved Non-municipal 11.52 22.50 4,353.76 

... ,. ::: : :· : : 

State Secondary Hwy System Paved 
Municipal 46.05 107.96 5,916.17 

/ : 

State Secondary Hwy System 
Unpaved Municipal 0.13 0.17 113 .80 

i:: ·•:: / / ·.·.·•·.·• ·· . . . :.·.· 

Interstate * 0.00 26.24 1, 168.36 

Data Source: www.ncdot.org/it/img/DataDistribution/RoadMileageReports 

www.ncdot.gov/travel/statemapping/download/highwayroad mileage 2010. pdf 

State Primary System - All Interstate, NC, and US numbered highways. 

State Secondary System - All state-maintained roads other than the State 

Primary System. Unnumbered roads, such as school driveways, state university 

campus roads, or rural fire department drives, etc., are not included. 

* The Interstate mileage is included in the primary road figures. 

Q DrivefTransportation 
highway mileage 

: · .. 

: . : 



APPENDIX 0 

CITY OF ROCKY MOUNT 
ROAD & STREET INVENTORY * 

NC HWY. 
CRM CRM 

TOTAL 
YEAR STREETS STREETS SYSTEM MILEAGE 

PAVED SOIL 

2000 91.04 248.33 8.8 1 348.18 

2001 9 t.04 250.64 8.81 350.49 

2002 91 .04 256.66 8.58 356.28 

2003 90.94 259.73 8.36 359.03 

2004 90.94 262.28 7. 82 36 1.04 

2005 94.44 264.1 9 7.82 366.45 

2006 103.71 262.26 5.54 37 1.51 

2007 103 .67 263 .24 5.43 372.34 

2008 122 .21 275 .2 l 5.8 403 .22 

2009 120. 19 277 .10 5.80 403.09 

2010 121.37 277 .10 5.80 404 .27 

20 1 t 12 1.23 277 .55 5.80 404.58 

2012 122 .51 277. 98 5.64 406. 13 

* Source : CRM Powell Bill Map 

Drive : Q 
Folder: Transportation 
File : CRM Road Street Inventory 



APPENDIX P 
Mileage of Selected Transportation Routes in Governing Areas 

MPO 
Route 

City 
Rocky 
Mount 

2. 10 
8.96 
9.03 
6 .86 

Town Edgecombe Nash 
Nashville Sharpsburg County County Urban 

Area 
1 1-95 
2 us 64 
3 US 64 Business 
4 US 301 Bypass 
5 us 301 
6 NC 43 
7 NC 48 
8 NC 58 
9 NC 97 

10, CSX RR N/S 
11 ' CSX RR E/W 
12 Carolina Coastal Rw 

-- - -
13 Tar River Trail 
14 Tar River Paddle Trail 
15 · Hillsdale Trail 
16 Tar River 
17 Transit 1 Meadowbrook 
18 Transit 2 Oakwood 
19 Transit 3 South RM 
20 Transit 4 Hillsdale 
21 Transit 5 Golden East 
22 Transit 6 Ravenwood 
23 Transit 7 Sunset 
24 Transit 8 Nash CC 
25 Transit 9 Battleboro 
26, CRM Bike Route #1 
27 , CRM Rail to Trail 
28 ~ NC Secondary Roads 
29 . Walking Paths 
30 . Paved Sidewalk (mile) 

Drive : M 

10.73 
5.89 
1.78 

5.38 ; 
10.56 
2.0~ ~ 
4.56 , 
3.00 
7.00 
0. 18 
6 .00 

15.20 
13.20 
12.40 
13.40 
17.60 
12.40 
12.90

1 

22.00 
28.00 

3.00 
[1 .0] 

4.0 
75 .5 

I 

Folder: Street and Highway Inventory 
File: Mileage of Transportation Routes 

3.80 28.21 
' 

3.36 17.27 

22 .65 

2.89 
23.38 ... 

I ---

' 35.21 
2.951 - t -

t -

0.75 
49.00 

0. 18 
49.00 

I 

26 .32 
27.26

1 

23.70 
8.81 

14.57 
21 .84 
12.36 
22.88 
30.21 

22-:-93
1 

2.25
1 

36.00 

37 .00 

15.70 
20.00' 
19.23 
8.81 

14.57 
11 .00 ' 
6.68 

11 .54 
22.41 
13.04 

7.49 
11 .54 1 

3.00 
32 .50 

0. 18 
23.50 
15.20' 

' 
13.20 
12.40 
13.40 
17.60 
12.40i 
12.90T 

State 
NC 

182.00 
569.00 

196.50 

215.00 

3/4/2013 



APPENDIX Q 

Amtrak Service in Rocky Mount, NC 

Rocky 

Train No. Name 
Mount 

Departure 
Direction 

Time 

98 Silver Meteor 2:17 AM Northbound 

92 Silver Star 10:15AM Northbound 

80 Carolinian 11:52 AM Northbound 

89 Palmetto 2:02 PM Southbound 

90 Palmetto 2:59 PM Northbound 

79 Carolinian 3:13 PM Southbound 

91 Silver Star 7:29 PM Southbound 

97 Silver Meteor 11:56 PM Southbound 

Last Update: 2/28/13 
Data Source: Amtrak Schedules - Effective 1/14/13 

www.amtrak.com 

Q Drive/Transportation 
Amtrak Service 

Originates Terminates 

Miami New York 

Miami New York 

Charlotte New York 

New York Savannah, Ga 

Savannah, Ga New York 

New York Charlotte 

New York Miami 

New York Miami 

Arrival 
Time 

11 :06 AM 

7:18 PM 

8:43PM 

9:03 PM 

11:47 PM 

8:12 PM 

6:05 PM 

6:55 PM 



Description 

Route No. 

Length (Miles) 

Weekday Service 

Saturday Service 

Sunday Service 

fare 

No. Bus Stops 

Headway (Hours) 

Bus Capacity Seated 

Bus Capacity Standing 

Average Passengers 
Weekday 
Saturday 

No. Circuits 
Weekday 
Saturday 

Bicycle Racks 

Q drivefTransportation 
Tar River Transit Routes 
3/4/2013 

Meadowbroo 
k 

I 

15.20 

7:15 AM 
----------------

6:45 PM 

9:15 AM 
----------------

5:45 PM 

No 

$1 .25 

31 

0.5 

28 

10 

110 
----------------

41 

12 
----------------

9 

No 

APPENDIX R 

Tar River Transit Fixed Route Data 2013 

South 
Oakwood 

Rocky Mount 
Hillsdale Golden East Ravenwooc Sunset 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

13.20 12.40 13.40 17.60 12.40 12.90 

6:45 AM 7:15AM 6:45 AM 7:15AM 6:45 AM 7:15AM 
------------- ·--------------- ----------- ·-------------- ------------- ·---------

6:45 PM 6:45PM 6:45 PM 6:15 PM 6:15 PM 6:15 PM 

9:45 AM 9:15 AM 9:45 AM 9:15 AM No 9:15 AM 
------------- ·--------------- ----------- ·-------------- ·---------

5:45 PM 5:45 PM 5:15 PM 5:15 PM No 5:15 PM 

No No No No No No 

$1 .25 $1 .25 $1 .25 $1 .25 $1 .25 $1 .25 

35 30 34 30 31 53 

0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.5 1.0 

28 28 28 28 28 28 

10 10 10 10 10 10 

126 102 121 152 98 203 ------------- ·--------------- ----------- ·-------------- ------------- ·---------
66 95 60 169 45 57 

13 12 12 11 12 11 
------------- ·--------------- ----------- ·-------------- ------------- ----------

9 9 8 16 7 8 

No No No No No No 

Nash 
Battleboro/ 

Comm. College/ 
Gold rock 

Rocky Mount East 
Little Easonburg 

8 9 10 

22 .00 28.00 14.2 

7:15AM 7:15 AM 7:15 
------------------- -------------

4:15PM 5:45 PM 5:45 

No No 9:15 
No No 5:15 

No No No 

$1 .25 $1.25 $1 .25 

l l 11 12 

1.0 1.5 0.5 

16-18 16-18 28 

0 0 10 

57 47 62 
------------------- -------------

0 0 41 

9 6 11 
------------------- -------------

0 0 6 

No No No 



APPENDIX S 

Intercity Bus Service In Rocky Mount, N.C. 

Bus Rocky 

Carrier 
Line Mount Origination 

Schedule Departure Point 
No. Time 

GLI 4845 8:10 AM Norfolk, Va. 

GLI 552 12 :05 PM Atlanta Ga. 

GLI 577 1:00 PM Norfolk, Va. 

GLI 312 4:45 PM Raleigh, N.C. 

GLI 330 7:55 PM Raleigh, N.C. 

Notes: 
GLI is the abbreviation for Greyhound Lines Inc. 

Last Update: 3/1/13 

Q Driverrransportation 
rm bus 

Scheduled 
Destination Time 

of Arrival 

Knoxville, Tn. 6:05 PM 

Richmond, Va. 2:10 PM 

Wilmington, N.C. 6:45 PM 

Norfolk, Va. 9:30 PM 

Norfolk, Va. 10:40 PM 



APPENDIX T 
Average Travel Time in Hours to Selected Destinations From Rocky Mount, NC 

Destinations Road Miles Auto Amtrak Bus 

Nashville, NC 13 0.3 NIA NIA 
-· 

Tarboro, NC 17 0.4 NIA 0.3 

Wi lson, NC 18 0.5 0.3 0.5 
-

Greenville, NC 41 1.0 NIA 1.0 

Roanoke Rapids, NC 41 1.0 NIA 1.0 

Raleigh, NC 53 1.2 1.5 1.2 

Goldsboro, NC 55 0.9 NIA 3.2 

Fayetteville , NC 95 1.8 1.5 3.2 

Elizabeth City, NC 110 2.2 NIA 5.8 

Morehead City, NC 120 3.0 NIA 3.8 

Greensboro, NC 123 2.5 3.5 4.5 

Richmond, Va 127 2.2 2 .5 2 .2 

Wilmington, NC 133 3.0 NIA 3.5 

Norfolk, Ya 140 2.8 5.85 2.8 

Nags Head, NC 160 3.5 NIA NIA 
Charlotte, NC 199 4 .0 5.0 6.0 

Washington , DC 237 4 .0 4 .5 5.3 

Ashevil le, NC 296 4 .0 NIA 11.5 

Philadelphia, Pa 383 6.2 7.0 10.7 

Atlanta, Ga 465 7.8 9.0 12.7 

New York, NY 472 7.5 10.0 11. 0 

Jacksonvil le, Fl 480 8.0 9.0 14.0 

Nashville, Tn 595 10.0 16.0 19.0 
-

Orlando, Fl 625 10.2 I 15.0 16.0 

Boston, MA 673 11 .13 14.38 21.3 

Indianapolis, IN 682 10.83 26.67 18.42 

Detroit, Ml 750 11 .62 29 .3 19.75 

Miami , Fl 835 13 .3 20.0 22.0 

Chicago, IL 930 14.5 25.0 22 .0 

New Orleans, LA 931 13 .9 29.32 24.75 

Tulsa, Ok 1,205 19.0 NIA 37.0 

Dallas, Tx 1,245 20.0 48 .0 36.0 

Denver, Co 1,730 27 .0 50.0 46 .0 

Las Vegas, Nv 2,385 37 .0 63 .0 65.0 

Los Ange les, Ca 2,600 40.0 70 .0 80.0 

San Francisco, Ca 2,900 46.0 81.0 75 .0 

Port land , Or 2,930 46 .0 80.0 79.0 

Seatt le, Wa 3,000 46.0 80 .0 79.0 

Note: 

Airp lane trave l time includes 2.5 hours of driving and boarding time to RDU Airport . 

Q Drivef fransponation 
Travel Destinations and Time 

Airplane 

3.5 

5.7 

3.8 

4 .0 

5.7 

6.5 

4 .1 

5.6 

7. 1 

6.8 

4.5 

4 .5 

7.2 

6.8 

8.5 

10.0 

10.2 

10.5 

10.5 

11.2 

10.3 

1 -



APPENDIX U 

Gasoline Tax Per Gallon 
State Federal 

Rank State Tax Tax 
1 Alaska 0.0800 0.1840 
2 Wyoming 0.1400 0.1840 
3 New Jersey 0.1450 0.1840 
4 South Carolina 0.1680 0.1840 
5 Oklahoma 0.1700 0.1840 
6 Missouri 0.1730 0.1840 
7 M ississinni 0.1880 0.1840 
8 New Mexico 0.1890 0.1840 
9 Arizona 0.1900 0.1840 
10 New Hampshire 0.1960 0.1840 
11 Virginia 0.1990 0.1840 
12 Louisiana 0.2000 0.1840 
13 Texas 0.2000 0.1840 
14 Alabama 0.2090 0.1840 
15 Tennessee 0.2140 0.1840 
16 Arkansas 0.2180 0.1840 
17 Colorado 0.2200 0.1840 
18 Iowa 0.2200 0.1840 
19 Delaware 0.2300 0.1840 
20 North Dakota 0.2300 0.1840 
21 District of Columbia 0.2350 0.1840 
22 Marv land 0.2350 0.1840 
23 Massachusetts 0.2350 0.1840 
24 South Dakota 0.2400 0.1840 
25 Utah 0.2450 0.1840 
26 Idaho 0.2500 0.1840 
27 Kansas 0.2500 0.1840 
28 Nebraska 0.2550 0.1840 
29 Vermont 0.2670 0.1840 
30 Montana 0.2780 0.1840 
31 Ohio 0.2800 0.1840 
32 Georgia 0.2850 0.1840 
33 Minnesota 0.2860 0.1840 
34 Kentucky 0.2990 0.1840 
35 Oregon 0.3 JOO 0.1840 
36 Maine 0.3150 0.1840 
37 Pennsylvania 0.3230 0.1840 
38 Wisconsin 0.3290 0.1840 
39 Rhode Island 0.3300 0.1840 
40 Nevada 0.3310 0.1840 
41 West Virginia 0.3470 0.1840 
42 Florida 0.3550 0.1840 
43 Washington 0.3750 0.1840 
44 North Carolina 0.3780 0.1840 
45 Indiana 0.3800 0.1840 
46 Michigan 0.3870 0.1840 
47 Illinois 0.3910 0.1840 
48 Connecticut 0.4500 0.1840 
49 Hawaii 0.4710 0.1840 
50 California 0.4870 0.1840 
51 New York 0.5060 0.1840 

Source: American Petroleum Institute ( 1Il l 13) 

Q Drive/Transportation 
gas tax 

Total Tax 
Per Gallon 

0.2640 
0.3240 
0.3290 
0.3520 
0.3540 
0.3570 
0.3720 
0.3730 
0.3740 
0.3800 
0.3830 
0.3840 
0.3840 
0.3930 
0.3980 
0.4020 
0.4040 
0.4040 
0.4140 
0.4140 
0.4190 
0.4190 
0.4190 
0.4240 
0.4290 
0.4340 
0.4340 
0.4390 
0.4510 
0.4620 
0.4640 
0.4690 
0.4700 
0.4830 
0.4940 
0.4990 
0.5070 
0.5130 
0.5140 
0.5150 
0.5310 
0.5390 
0.5590 
0.5620 
0.5640 
0.5710 
0.5750 
0.6340 
0.6550 
0.6710 
0.6900 

Last Update: 2/28/ 13 



APPENDIX V 

NORTH CAROLINA GASOLINE TAX PER GALLON 

State Federal 

June,2001 $0.220 $0.184 

Jan., 2013 

Last Update: I /9/13 

Data Source: American Petroleum Institute 

Q Drive/Transportation 
Gas Tax Comp 
3/4/2013 

Total National Rank 

$0.404 36/51 

$0.562 44/51 



Year 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

Q Drive/Transportat ion 
Powell Bill 

APPENDIX W 

Powell Bill Fund Allocations 

Rocky Mount Nashville Sharpsburg 

$1,63 3, 131 -----

$1 ,719,944 -----

$1,785,3 16 -----

$1 ,856,716 -----

$1 ,861 ,599 -----
$1,938,763 $147,145 

$1,861 ,942 $150,811 

$1,768 ,649 $143 ,663 

$1,61 2,487 $131 ,499 

$1 ,779,375 $151 ,043 

$1 ,771 ,157 $151 ,354 

$1 ,725 ,365 $151 ,296 

$1 ,922,645 $169,974 

$1 ,790,525 $152,716 

$1 ,589,346 $135 ,840 

$1 ,550,150 $134,389 

$1,599,977 $151 ,778 $57,318 

$1 ,627,258 $154,386 $58,316 

Source: NCDOT 

Total 

-----
-----
-----
-----

-----
$2,085 ,908 

$2,012,75 3 

$1 ,9 12,31 2 

$1 ,743 ,986 

$1 ,930,418 

$1 ,922,511 

$1 ,876,661 

$2,092,619 

$1 ,943 ,241 

$1 ,725 , 186 

$1 ,684,539 

$1 ,809,073 

$1 ,839,960 

3/4/2013 



APPENDIX X 

North Carolina Department of Transportation 
Maintenance and Construction Expenditures 

Edgecombe and Nash Counties 

Fiscal Year * 
1990-1991 

1991-1992 

1992-1993 

1993-1994 

1994-1995 

1995-1996 

1996-1997 

1997-1998 

1998-1999 

1999-2000 

2000-2001 

2001 -2002 

2002-2003 

2003-2004 

2004-2005 

2005-2006 

2006-2007 

2007-2008 

2008-2009 

2009-20 I 0 

20I0-2011 

2011-201 2 

Totals 

Q driverrransportation 
Maint Const Exp 

Edgecombe County 

Maintenance Construction 

$7, 184,444.39 $1 ,986,945 .78 

5,039,027.76 2,634,592 .82 

3,035 , 178.67 3,691,214.36 

4,326,995 .61 5,677,885 .00 

5, 143,990.54 10,810,723.64 

7,681,905.19 18,300,435.14 

9,455 ,014.86 18, 121 ,360.47 

5,578 ,61 7. 91 9,969,786 .21 

3,874,221 .83 4,234,363 .12 

9,559,844.17 5,975,216.30 

4,011,114.62 3,456,610.68 

3,897,521 .28 3,290, 148.60 

2,488,703.13 2,798, 114.98 

2,490,696.03 1,783,906.30 

7,946,385 .86 3,282,368.20 

7,040,802 .02 3,315,526.49 

5,364,783 .10 2,549,399.23 

8,913,898 .38 4,538,656.4 7 

8,622,864 .51 5,780,369.98 

4,716, 170.27 10,633,563 .05 

8,223 ,356.48 9,087,360.42 

8,698,451 .17 5,767,473 .59 

$133,293,987.78 $137,686,020.83 

Nash County 

Maintenance Construction 

$4,424,560.78 $1 ,986,535.10 

3 '928,989 .26 2, 189,763 .92 

4,068, 756 .24 3,312,931.48 

4,751 ,830 .05 2,413 , 183 .85 

4,487, 185 .97 2,838,270.97 

4,666,036.31 1,781 ,674 .74 

4,483 ,885 .72 4,887,392.42 

5,563 ,430.91 3,725 ,510.94 

6, 125,482.81 6,265 ,898 .28 

4,399,927.42 4,955 ,282 .61 

5,834,967.99 5,804,767.83 

5,614,955 .88 5,902,540.62 

4,080,070.4 7 7,681 ,379.57 

4,378,736.46 5,207,551 .90 

17,239,424.50 3,070,684 .29 

11 ,577,479.98 5,259,427.47 

11 ,571 ,834 .65 8, 165,060.36 

12, 154,305 .18 6,362,580.00 

9,033,354.39 17,217,698.11 

10, 165,769.98 37,209,268 .12 

10,604,093 .86 36,584,525 .77 

14,479,913 .91 27,446,225 .30 

$163,634,992. 72 $200,268, 153.65 
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