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Celebrate Public Power and Public Natural Gas Week
Rocky Mount Public Utilities (RMPU) is celebrating 

Public Power and Public Natural Gas Week October 
5-11, 2014. RMPU is proud to serve the citizens of 
Rocky Mount with locally owned and operated electric 
and natural gas services. Public Power and Public 
Natural Gas Week is an opportunity to celebrate 
all the advantages of having a public utility service, 
such as fast responses to outages, excellent customer 
service, and employees who live in the community 
they serve. Plus, public power and public natural gas 
help the local economy and provide a reliable energy 
supply for the community.
As part of the celebration for Public Power and Public 
Natural Gas Week, RMPU is a sponsor of the BBQ 
Bash on Friday, October 10 from 6 to 8 p.m. during 
the 7th annual Eastern Carolina BBQ Throw Down. 
The free outdoor concert featuring The Catalinas will 
take place in front of the train station in downtown 
Rocky Mount. While you’re there, stop by the Corn 
Hole Tournament on the corner of Hammond and 

S. Church streets. RMPU is hosting the tournament 
to raise funds for the Winter Assistance for Rocky 
Mount (W.A.R.M.) Program. Registration begins at 5 
p.m. and the tournament starts at 6 p.m. 
The BBQ Throw Down festivities continue on Saturday, 
October 11 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., including vendors, 
family activities, live music, and barbeque-tasting. Don’t 
forget to stop by the RMPU display on the corner of 
Nash and S. Church streets. RMPU will have lots of fun 
activities for adults and kids, including:
•	 Electric and Natural Gas safety demonstrations 
•	 Pole-climbing and hurt man rescue demonstrations
•	 Prizes and giveaways
•	 Plinko: You could win $100 off your utility bill!
•	 Plus, the first ever “811 Dig” for kids!

The BBQ Throw Down and Public Power and Public Natural 
Gas Week activities are free to the public. A schedule of 
events is provided on the back of the newsletter. For more 
information, visit www.bbqthrowdown.net.

This fall, as part of the Public Power Week celebration, RMPU is hosting a recipe 
contest to encourage customers to save energy in the kitchen. To enter, you must 
take an original recipe that typically requires the oven or stovetop and instead use 
an electric appliance that uses less electricity, such as a microwave or toaster oven.

Everyone’s a winner! All customers who 
submit an energy-saving recipe will 
receive a free potholder and chef ’s hat 
(while supplies last). Limit one potholder 
and chef ’s hat per household.

The contest is open to City of Rocky Mount residential customers only. All entries must 
be submitted between October 1, 2014 and November 15, 2014. Winners will be notified in November. Funding for the 
contest is provided by NC Public Power. One recipe may be submitted per household. For more information or to submit a 
recipe online, visit  www.rockymountnc.gov/utilities/recipe. Recipes may also be emailed to energyspecialist@rockymountnc.gov 
or submitted in person or by mail to Rocky Mount Public Utilities at 331 S. Franklin Street, Rocky Mount, NC 27802. For 
customers without internet access, please call (252) 972-1269 to request an entry form.

 Prizes: 
1st: $150 off your utility bill
2nd: $75 off your utility bill
3rd: $50 off your utility bill

Enter a Recipe Contest to win money off your utility bill!

Watt’s

Recipe Contest
Cooking

                    If you can’t stand the heat, use less energy!



The following bill credits are available for RMPU 
electric customers who sign up to have Load 
Management switches installed on one or more 
appliances in the home:

Water  
Heater:  

$2/month 
January  
through  

December

Central Air 
Conditioner: 
$20/month 

July 
August 

September

Heat  
Strips:  

$15/month 
January  
February  

March

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10th (12 - 8 p.m.): 
•	 Come Smell the Smoke: 12 - 8 p.m. 

BBQ vendors will be selling award-winning barbecue 
chicken, pork ribs, pork, and beef brisket.

•	 Beer Garden: 4 - 8 p.m. 
•	 BBQ Bash: 6 - 8 p.m.

Concert by The Catalinas sponsored by Rocky Mount 
Public Utilities in celebration of Public Power & Public 
Natural Gas Week

•	 Corn Hole Tournament Fundraiser: 
 » Located on the corner of Hammond and S. Church streets 
 » Check-in and late registration begin at 5 p.m.; 
tournament begins at 6 p.m. Proceeds go to the 
WARM Program. 

 » 1st place wins $300, 2nd place $150, 3rd place $50
 » Visit www.bbqthrowdown.net/cornhole.html for 
information

•	 Kids Activities: 5 - 8 p.m. 
Inflatables and more!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11th (10 a.m. - 6 p.m.):
•	 Come Smell the Smoke: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

BBQ vendors will be selling award-winning barbecue 
chicken, pork ribs, pork, and beef brisket.

•	 Beer Garden: 12 - 6 p.m. 
•	 People’s Choice: 1:45 - 2:45 p.m. 

Smell it. Taste it. Judge it. Purchase BBQ bucks to sample and 
judge barbecue from competing teams (while supplies last).

•	 BBQ Bash: 
 » 12 - 1:30 p.m.: The Holiday Band
 » 3 - 4:30 p.m.: Ken Knox and Company (former Chairmen 
of the Board members)

•	 BBQ Throw Down Awards Ceremony: 5 - 6 p.m.
•	 Kids Activities: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Inflatables, games, and more!
•	 Public Power and Public Natural Gas Week Activities: 

10 a.m. - 6 p.m.: Plinko, prizes, electric and natural gas 
safety demonstrations, kids activities, pole-climbing  and 
energy efficiency demonstrations, and more!

There will be vendors, demonstrations, food vendors and 
family activities from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For more information, visit www.bbqthrowdown.net.

7th Annual  
Eastern Carolina  
BBQ Throwdown
October 10-11, 2014

Calendar of Events
(rain or shine)

NC811 changes coming in October!
RMPU wants to remind homeowners 
and contractors that changes to the 
NC811 (Call Before You Dig) policies 
will take effect on October 1, 2014 
under the “Underground Utility Safety 
and Damage Prevention Act.” 

A few of the changes include:
•	 Homeowners and contractors must give not less than 

3 full working days notice prior to digging. 
•	 Digging to locate the underground facility must be done 

with hand tools instead of mechanized equipment. 
Once located, mechanized equipment can be used to 
complete the project.

•	 If the excavator hits an underground utility, damages 
must be reported to the facility owner and 811.

A full description of the new law is available at www.
nc811.org/north-carolina-law.html.

By using Load Management switches, RMPU is 
able to hold down the cost of providing power. 
These savings are passed on to you in the form of 
a monthly credit on your electricity bill. There is 
no cost to you for the switches or installation. 

(252) 467-4803  
utilities.rockymountnc.gov

Save money on your electric bill 
with Load Management! 


