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The purpose of this land use plan is to serve as a guide for potential 
developers, property owners, city leaders, city staff and city residents 
to make responsible recommendations for the future land develop
ment along the Raleigh Road Raleigh Street corridor. The land use 
plan is based upon analysis of existing conditions, land use develop
ment and objectives intended to promote the health, safety, and gen
eral welfare of those who travel, work, and reside within the vicinity 
of the corridor. When adopted, this plan will serve as a guide in con
junction with Together Tomorrow - Tier 1 Smart Growth Comprehen
sive Plan for the City of Rocky Mount. 

The Raleigh Road Raleigh Street Land Use Plan has four overall ob
jectives: 

1. Identify potential pockets for new development and 
redevelopment; 

2. To encourage appropriate land development along the 
corridor and to promote a compatible land use pattern; 

3. To protect the traffic carrying capacity and efficiency of 
the Raleigh Road Raleigh Street corridor for public usage; 
and 

4. To maintain the stability of appropriately located existing 
land uses. 

The corridor is one of the major roadways in the city that connects 
the eastern and western sections of the city. For the purpose this 
study, the corridor begins near the Bel Air subdivision and ends at the 
eastern side of the Raleigh St US 64 interchange. Along the corridor 
several communities exist: South Rocky Mount, Little Raleigh, Clark 
Branch, Germantown, Edgemont and Holly Street. 

The corridor is a multilane lane arterial with a center turn lane for the 
majority of its length and is approximately 5.8 miles in length. The 
corridor is home to a range of land uses and zoning districts which 
are described in the appendix. 

5 

The Raleigh Road-Raleigh Street cor
ridor through the City of Rocky Mount 

is a very old transportation route. 
When the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 

built the current train station at the 
south end of downtown Rocky Mount 
in 1903, they chose the site because 

of its proximity to Raleigh Street
Raleigh Road which was a stage 

coach road connecting Tarboro to 
Raleigh. The intent was to achieve 
inter-modality so someone coming 

east from Raleigh, for example, could 
arrive by stage coach and then take a 
train either north to Weldon and Rich-

mond or south to Wilmington. 

Peter Varney 
Assistant City Manager 
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Citizen Input Schedule 
• July 22nd Bel Air 

(neighborhood) to Nashville 
Rd, Ebenezer Baptist 
Church 

• August 12th Nashville Rd to 
Thomas St, Ebenezer Baptist 
Church 

• August 19th Thomas St to Hwy 
64, Whatley Cove Community 
Center 

• September 9th All stake
holders, City Hall 

Ebenezer Baptist & City Hall 

NOTE: There are 435 properties identified 
along the corridor study area; 

• Total of 303 property owners for the 
corridor study area (some persons 
own multiple parcels) . 

.. ' - - -. ~~ 

II. Plan Making Process ~ 
~· .-: ' ' ·~ 

City staff conducted three meetings with stakeholders to gather in
put and ideas from property owners, businesses owners, and people 
who live along the corridor. In addition staff held meetings to receive 
input from the general public and the Planning Board. The stake
holder meetings were divided)lfJ into three meetings. This was done 
to limit the size of the groups and to provide an informal setting. 

The property owners were provided the first opportunity to give in
put; then the general community was given an opportunity during a 
final meeting at City Hall. The meetings were lightly attended but 
input was significant. Surveys were given to participants and a copy 
of survey is included in the appendix. Also verbal comments received 
at the meetings were documented by staff. This plan includes the 
ideas from those of the community who participated. 

Raleigh Road/Street Corridor Study 
Citizen Survey Input 

• Add more lanes of traffic; 
• Expand the commercial zoning districts to attract more busi

nesses; 
• Appearance of the homes and business need to be improved; 
• Additional businesses need to be added to corridor. Duplicate the 

uses (businesses) that exist on the Nash side of town; 
The safety of the area needs to be improved, to much crime, in 
crease police presence; 

• Demolish or restored boarded up structures; 
• Enforce the dog ordinance; 
• Provide shelters for bus stops; 
• Street lights that are out need to be fixed in a timely manner; 
• Level of city services is not equally distributed; 
• Limit the number of rental houses in the neighborhoods; 
• More input from the community regarding rezonings & proposed 

development plans; 
• Add more recreation faculties i.e. swimming pool access; 
• Remove old cars from residential homes; 
• Provide assistance to home owners who don't have the money to 

improve their property; 

• 

• 

• Provide grant programs to assist small business developments; 
Make businesses clean up their property 

206 letters were mailed to property 
owners in Rocky Mount and 97 were • 
mailed outside of Rocky Mount. • 
Of the 303 Properties only 65 the 
owners' live in the proposed corridor 
study area 27 for Nash County and 

Fix blind spot near Hwy 301 overpass 
• Enforce the speed limit along Raleigh Rd . 

38 for Edgecombe County. 
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Zoning and Land Use 
The corridor is comprised of land uses ranging from agriculture to 
industrial zones. The "Existing Zoning" illustrated on map A, depicts 
the location and extent of the current zoning classification along the 
corridor. There are ten zoning districts: A-1 (Agricultural District); R-
10 (Low Density Residential District); R-6 (Medium Density Single
Family Residential District); R-6MFA (Medium Density Multifamily 
Residential District); 0-I (Office and Institutional District); MHP 
(Manufactured Home Park); B-5 (Heavy Commercial District); B-1 
(Neighborhood Commercial District); B-2 (Commercial Corridor Dis
trict); and I-2 (Heavy Industrial District). 

This well traveled arterial is primarily residentially zoned. Approxi
mately 527 acres are residential parcels in the form of multi-family, 
single family or manufactured home. Cultivated farm tracts exist be-
tween Bel Air and Raleigh Rd and Nashville Rd intersection, which 

Walnut Shopping Center 

makes for a rural landscape appearance. A strong commercial appeal Manufactured Home Park 
begins at Nashville Rd and proceeds to Henry St. Then a host of resi- - -----
dential districts with a couple of commercial districts followed by 
heavy commercial activity located at Raleigh Rd and Franklin St inter
section. After crossing the bridge residential land uses begin again 
with a few commercial and government land uses intermitting until 
you reach the Fairview Rd/Grande intersection. The reminder of the 
corridor is commercial with the exception of the two Rocky Mount 
Housing Authority developments. 

Weeks Armstrong 
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ABC Store #6 
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Sidewalk Construction 

Transit Service 

Traffic Flow/Capacity 

Current Conditions of Infrastructure 
A. Sidewalks. The outer areas of the Raleigh Road and North Ra
leigh Street Corridor Plan are the only areas without any sidewalk 
present or soon to be constructed. On Raleigh Road the area without 
side walks is from West Gypsy Trail to Kinchen Drive. On Raleigh 
Steet sidewalks are absent from Highway US 64 bypass to Springfield 
Road. The lack of sidewalks in these areas is to be expected as Ra
leigh Road and North Raleigh Street transition from a dense urban 
area to a less developed rural area. The corridor is covered with sub
stantial sidewalk and current city polices require the installation of 
sidewalks with any new development (see map B). New sidewalks 
have also been approved on the North Side of Raleigh Road from just 
west of Wilkins Street to Williford Street. Staff is also working on ob
taining additional funding to assist with sidewalk additions. 

B. Transit stops. The option of public transportation is highly acces
sible along the Raleigh Road and North Raleigh Street Corridor. 
Regular fixed-route bus service is provided by the City's Tar River 
Transit System (TRT) that serves as an alternative method of trans
portation for the general public. The locations of all available transit 
stops located in the corridor are shown on map C. There are ap
proximately 35 stops on, or just off, the corridor. Of the nine routes 
operated by TRT, four of them travel and maintain bus stops on Ra
leigh Road and/or North Raleigh Street as follows: 

Route 1 - Meadowbrook 
Route 3 - South Rocky Mount 
Route 4 - Hillsdale 
Route 6 - Ravenwood 

C. Street lighting. Street Lights currently exist along the entire 
length of the Raleigh Road and Raleigh Street Corridor. The City 
street light installation policy is to install street lights at intersections 
and high accident locations and in the middle of the block when the 
lights at the intersection do not cast sufficient illumination on the 
middle of the block due to the distance from the lights, curvature of 
the street, or foliage along the street. Map D displays the approxi
mate locations of existing street lights along the corridor. 

D. Transportation. No significant changes to the existing roadway 
are anticipated in the near future. Traffic counts from the last 
three years show the functionality of the roadway is very good 
(see map E). The corridor is not near capacity; the overall 
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practical capacity for the corridor is 24,880 (AADT) trips per day and 
corridor is currently operating at an average 10,540 (AADT) trips per 
day. 

E. Parks and Recreation Facilities. One of the most important, yet 
sometimes undervalued, assets in Rocky Mount are the numerous 
parks and open spaces that are maintained throughout the city. 
There are 52 parks functioning in the city (map F). They range in 
size from as small as half an acre to greater than a hundred acres. 

While there are not any parks located directly on the corridor, many 
of them can be found within the neighborhoods off of the Raleigh 
Road/Street Corridor. These include: 

• Buck Leonard Park - 929 S. Grace Street. This 4.1 acre park is 
located on Grace and High Streets. It has a picnic shelter, tot lot, 
playground equipment, Little League baseball field, and a lighted 
basketball court. The park is named from Rocky Mount's Baseball 
Hall of Fame Player, Buck Leonard. 

• Kite Street - 431 Branch Street. This 1 acre site, located on Mari
gold Street, has playground equipment. 

• Sycamore Street Park - 511 Eastern Ave. This .7 acre park is lo
cated on both Sycamore Street and Eastern Ave. It has play
ground equipment. 

• Holly Street Park - 315 Olive Street. This 3.4 acre park is located 
at Holly and Olive Streets. It has a picnic shelter, lighted basket
ball court, baseball backstop, and playground equipment. 

The possibility for the creation of mini or pocket parks exists along 
the Corridor; however, this will likely be dictated by the type of devel
opment that takes place along the corridor and how it lends itself to 
walkability, or pedestrian traffic. 

Holly Street Park 
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Buck Leonard Park 

Draft January 2011 



V. Historic locations , 

Secondly, a local monument is erected near Fire Station #1 commemorat
ing the home place of "Buck" Leonard. Buck Leonard was born in Rocky 
Mount and became a legend of the Negro Baseball League. Buck Leonard 
played for the Homestead Grays which won nine consecutive Negro Na
tional League Championships. Leonard had a career batting average 
of .320 and slugging percentage of .527. He was elected into the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in 1972. 

Third, during the mid 1940's Wright's Chick Shack, managed by "Tuffy" 
Bryant, served as pivotal location for African Americans. Due to segrega
tion Wright's was an important gathering place for local African American 
citizens and those traveling along the major highways. In addition to be
ing a social gathering place, Wright's functioned as a grocery store, two 
duplex apartments and a pool parlor. Currently the building is being used 
as an adult daycare facility. 

Finally, Ebenezer Baptist Church was founded in 1916, by Rev. 
Erastus Lucas and was housed in a school building only a few 
blocks away from the current location. In 1970 the church 
searched for a new pastor and Rev. Thomas L. Walker was asked 
to serve. He has been the pastor ever since and the church serves 
as a beacon for the community, providing spiritual assistance, 
food, clothing, housing and other needs. 
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VI. Concerns &. Suggestions j 
• !... ; 

Concerns/Issues 
A. Community Code. A number of homes are under housing code 
along the Raleigh Road and Raleigh Street Corridor (map G). A large 
number of these residences are older housing stock, and naturally, 
some of the structures are in need of repair as identified by the City's 
minimum housing code. The minimum housing code is intended to 
remedy and prevent the decay and deterioration of places of human 
habitation by providing minimum requirements for the protection of 
the life, health, welfare, safety, and property of the general public 
and the owners and occupants of places of human habitation. 

Currently, there are 206 properties identified as residential uses along 
the corridor. Based on inspections dating back to 2007 there are cur
rently 26 properties, or about 13% of all residences, in some stage of 
minimum housing code process. Many of these are concentrated 
along the corridor, likely reflecting properties that were developed 
many years ago. This presents an opportunity for targeted reinvest
ment in designated areas. The resulting pockets of revitalized hous
ing could serve as a spark for other investment. 

B. Crime. Crime has become a major concern throughout the city. 
The Police Department has stated and shown that crime overall has 
gone down, but high profile incidents and increased accessibility to 
crime reporting may have given a perception of high crime activity. 
Looking at the corridor area alone (based on crime reports for the 
last three years) the number of crime incidents have gone down. 
These numbers are displayed on map H. It should also be noted that 
crime along the corridor accounts for only 6 percent of total number 
of incidents for the city during the same three year period. 

C. Lack of Land Uses. A wide range of land uses and zoning districts 
coexist along the corridor. However, there is a significant lack of cer
tain land uses. Only one grocery store exists within the corridor. 
There are no family style restaurants, medical care facility, book
stores, cell phone carriers, electronic store, fitness center, profes
sional office uses, hotels, or clothing stores can be found in the corri
dor. Clearly the land uses could be diversified from the abundance of 
convenience stores, fast food and dollar stores. A wider range of fast 
food choices is needed. No sub shops, Chinese or pizza establish
ments are located in the corridor. It is believed that the neighbor
hoods along the corridor would support stores and restaurants pro
viding fresh fruit and vegetables and foods associated with healthy 
diets. 
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D. Appearance. Several participants have mentioned they would like to see 
the appearance of the corridor improved. How to improve the 

appearance of an area can be challenging. This can be met in many ways. 
One way is by developing an overlay district and implementing specific de
sign guidelines and requiring any proposed development to meet those 
guidelines prior to any final approvals by the city. The second way is by cre
ating a community appearance commission made up of members from the 
community enforcing guidelines adopted by them. The commission would 
then deny or recommend approval of proposed projects based on their 
guidelines. The recommendation would then be forwarded to staff and would 
be needed prior to any other required approvals. 

Appearance guidelines come with a double edged sword. Guidelines are an 
effective tool to improve an area, but they could potentially discourage some 
businesses from locating in the corridor. With the down turn in the economy 
a business may cite additional cost associated with meeting certain guide
lines and may choose to locate in another area of within the city. Currently 
the LDC has three design requirements; 1) all utility lines shall be placed un
der ground where feasible, 2) the Planning Board shall have the authority to 
mitigate side and rear building views in cases where buildings have exposed 
views from adjacent property or roadways unbuffered by bufferyard require
ments, 3) for duplex or triplex residential units, the primary entrance (front 
door) of a minimum of one unit shall face the public right of way. 
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E. Some Suggestions. Several of the corridor respondents have expressed a desire to increase 
Police presence in the area. Some respondents have expressed interest in using the Officer Next 
Door program in adjacent neighborhoods. This program functions with the city owning a home 
and renting the home to a city police officer who in turn provides police outreach initiatives while 
maintaining a permanent presence in the community. Also interest has been raised to employ the 
use of police substations. Some surveys find that substations are ineffective in decreasing crime. 
The neighboring City of Wilson uses the combination of a police substation and satellite collections 
facility as a way of increasing community presence and awareness. Wilson created a "City Hall at 
the Mall" facility. This is a unique concept where the city leases a space in the mall where citizens 
can make utility payments as well as other payments for other city fees at a location in the local 
mall and police officers visit periodically throughout the day. One idea would be to use this ap
proach in Rocky Mount by leasing a location on the corridor (preferably in a strip center), where an 
officer could obtain a police car prior to their shift, report to duty and have locker and restroom 
facilities onsite for his or her use during their shift hours. The facility could also function as location 
for neighborhood watch meetings (depending on the size). In addition, during designated office 
hours, a citizen can make payments for city services. Also the site could serve as a hub to promote 
other city services i.e. Imperial centre events, sports complex events, upcoming neighborhood 
meetings, or other upcoming city functions. 

Wilson Mall 

--~---· . .!!ght 
e1t;.m 

In addition to a lack of police presence, respondents located on the east side of the corridor have 
indicated that the quality of city services is not the same as it is on the west side. Services such as 
garbage pickup, maintenance of city lights, upkeep of parks, and the enforcement of minimum 
housing codes are not given the same prompt service as the west side of town receives. There's a 
strong perception that the east side (Edgecombe side) of Rocky Mount is underserved in regards to 
city services. 

Perception is a difficult issue to tackle but should not be ignored even when one knows it's untrue. 
A few ideas come to mind in addressing this issue. One, is to change the name of Raleigh Road 
Raleigh St corridor to one name to eliminate the perception of two different roadways and commu
nities. Second, the city should take inventory of how city business is being conducted. There is 
always room for improvement in the best of systems. There could be some unconscious methods 
that could give credence to people's negative perception. City departments should evaluate ser
vices: For example are newer city vehicles and equipment being used on the western side of town 
and not on the eastern side? Inspect how city employees are dressed and do they exhibit them
selves in a professional manner? Also investigate how contractors do business. Many times the 
city outsources projects and to regular citizens they may not be able to tell if the workers are actu
ally city employees or a private company. Are they exhibiting the same standards as the city and 
are they operating at the same level of service? And finally it never hurts to blow our own horn. 
The city should utilize its resources to the get word out (website, social media sites, newspaper, 
radio, lV & flyers) about ongoing improvement projects in the community. Emphasize the projects 
the city is undertaking on the east side of town through media outlets. 
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VII. Recommendations & Implementation -

LDC Definition 

O&l-2: Office Mixed Use 
District (combination of busi
ness, office & residential) this 
is a mix-use district that allows 
office, residential and limited 
business. The business and 
office uses allow and fulfill 
service and convenience 
needs of the surrounding 
neighborhood. These uses 
are primarily pedestrian ori
ented. The district is intended 
to be established along the 
following corridors: Sunset 
Ave (Halifax Rd. to Wesleyan 
Blvd.), Benvenue Ave (Peele 
Rd. to Jefferys Rd.), Goldrock 
Rd (Benvenue Rd. to Greyson 
Rd.), Raleigh St (Parker St to 
Springfield Rd.), Raleigh Rd 
(Wesleyan Blvd. to the foot of 
the bridge that runs over Main 
St.) and Cokey Rd (Marigold 
St. to Fairview Rd.). In addi
tion this district is encouraged 
for parcels abutting proposed 
or existing subdivisions/ 
neighborhoods. 

Recommendations 
The land use plan has identified 100 parcels (map I) for potential infill devel
opment and adaptive reuse development. One potential issue with infill de
velopment is land assembling. Getting multiple parcel owners to all agree to 
sell in the same time frame for a price that's reasonable can be challenging. 
If the city could assemble the property this could be an incentive to a private 
developer. This would be a hurdle a developer would not have to jump and 
may speed up a development timetable. 

The area of greatest need for redevelopment is the Claremont Apartment 
complex located at Ravenwood Drive. This complex consists of 122 apart
ments built in the mid 1970s. The apartments are vacant, boarded up, and 
under code enforcement at the present time. For many years during the time 
when the apartments were occupied, this apartment complex experienced a 
high rate of both violent crime and property crime. For these reasons, the 
City is targeting this site for redevelopment. It is recommended that the City 
seek investors willing to acquire the property, demolish the existing struc
tures, and build new apartments for low to moderate income residents. 

Map J displays suggested zoning for parcels along the corridor. These loca
tions were selected based on a number of factors; the nodal design principle 
(proximity to intersections), current lot configuration, limiting the number of 
driveway access, and maintaining the traffic capacity of the corridor. The 
mixed use zoning is encouraged along the corridor and is based on the prox
imity to Hwy 301 and Hwy 64 combined with the existing infrastructure of 
sidewalks, water & sewer, transit stops, and the functioning travel capacity 
lends itself for being a prime area for commercial and mixed use develop
ment. Mixed-use development is a combination of residential and commer
cial developments and office uses located in the same building. Mixed use 
development is fairly new concept to Rocky Mount and is currently limited to 
downtown. Mixed use development is a way to get the maximum usage out 
of ones development and at the same time provide more services to the 
community. Also mixed use developments may provide viable activity, pro
mote health, smart growth, and walkable community. 

The Tier I Comprehensive Plan has identified the need to encourage flexible 
development such as mixed use. In an effort to meet this goal, staff devel
oped a mixed use zoning district 0 -1(2) which was adopted by City Council in 
2009. The 0-1(2) zoning district could be a used as a helpful tool to improve 
the corridor. 
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The lack of certain land uses demands an increase in variety of businesses. As stated earlier the corri
dor lacks a significant number of land uses, which is very alarming. One grocery store, no medical fa
cilities, no hotels, no major department stores leaves the corridor and this portion of the city under sev
ered significantly. Clearly a comprehensive marketing plan would be needed to encourage recruitment. 
A marketing study in conjunction with this land use plan could assist in filling the void of absent land 
uses in the study area. 

What's in a market study? 

A study could address some of the following for a developer: 

What are demographics and growth rate of the area? 

What are the employment patterns of the area? 

What percent of market demand will the proposed business capture? 

How much income can the proposed business expect to generate? 

What are the regulatory controls (city regulations) placed on this type of develop
ment? 

What is the communities' position on the potential development in the proposed loca
tion? 

In addition to a market study, the city could form a recruitment committee made up the city staff, 
chamber business recruiter and neighborhood liaisons. This committee could be used to carry out any 
market study findings. More communication between external agencies could foster better results di
minish any loss of development time and provide better contiguity for applicants during the develop
ment process. The more information obtained up front, the smoother the result. 

To protect the traffic carrying capacity and efficiency of the Raleigh Road/Street corridor for public us
age city staff should limit the number of new driveway cuts and encourage shared driveways and cross 
access between adjacent businesses. 

In an effort to maintain stability of appropriately located existing land uses the city should require re
zoning applicants to have neighborhood meetings prior to any planning board recommendations and 
encourage conditional use zoning to limit non compatible land uses. This will give adjacent property 
owners and the surrounding communities a venue to provide input on zoning changes and have more 
notice to what is going on in their community. In addition to zoning notices, adjacent property owners 
and neighborhood groups should be given notice about proposed developments along the corridor. 

15 Draft January 2011 
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VII. Recommendations & Implementation Cont'd 

Implementation 

To ensure the objectives and recommendations of this land use plan are met the following implementa
tion actions are recommended: 

• Require all rezoning petitioners located in the study area of the land use plan to hold a neighbor
hood meeting prior to Planning Board recommendation; 

• Require notice that a plan under consideration greater than 7,000 square feet in building size be 
sent to adjacent property owners; 

• Pursue~ marketing plan based on the recent marketing study/analysis proposed by the Buxton 
Company; 

• Develop more dialog between the Chamber (small business recruiter) and city staff by establishing 
a recruitment committee. 

16 Draft January 2011 
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Commercial Zoning Descriptions 

Regulations for the commercial districts are designed to encourage stable and efficient 
commercial areas to meet the needs of various trade areas for commercial goods and · 
services. The regulations are also designed to minimize the adverse effects of commercial 
uses on other land uses and provide opportunities for investment. 

OJ, office and institutional district. 
The 01 district is intended to provide for the conduct of general and professional office, 
medium or high-density housing and related activity to meet the professional services, 
institutional function office and residential accommodation needs of the community. It is 
intended that this district be located so as not to introduce traffic onto solely residential streets 
or become an intrusion into a residential district, but to serve as a buffer between residence 
districts and more intensive commercial activities. 

01-2, Office mixed use district (combination of business, office and residential). 
This is a mix-use district that allows office, residential and limited business. The business and 
office uses allow and fulfill service and convenience needs of the surrounding neighborhood. 
These uses are primarily pedestrian oriented. The district is intended to be established along 
the following corridors: Sunset Avenue (Halifax Road to Wesleyan Boulevard), Benvenue 
Road (Peele Road to Jefferys Road), Goldrock Road (Benvenue Road to Greyson Road), 
Raleigh Street (Parker Street to Springfield Road), Raleigh Road (Wesleyan Boulevard to the 
foot of the bridge that runs over Main Street) and Cokey Road (Marigold Street to Fairview 
Road). In addition this district is encouraged for parcels abutting proposed or existing 
subdivisions/neighborhoods. 

MA, medical arts district. 
The MA district is for the conduct of hospitals, medical and dental clinics, medical and dental 
offices and labs; pharmacies, blood-collection facilities and related activity to meet the needs 
of the community. It is intended that this district be located so as not to introduce traffic onto 
solely residential streets or become an intrusion into a residential district, but to serve as a 
community asset located away from residence districts and closer to more intensive 
commercial activities. 

B-1, neighborhood commercial district. 
The B-1 district is intended for local retail and personal services of limited size and service 
area that provide for the regular needs and convenience of those residing in the adjacent 
residential neighborhoods. These are generally small in area and contain businesses that deal 
in "convenience goods" such as groceries, drugs and household supplies, and the furnishing 
of personal services. It is intended that neighborhood commercial uses be developed as a unit 
with adequate off street parking space for customers and employees and with appropriate 
landscaping and screening and are therefore subject to all planned building group 
requirements and standards of this LDC. 

B-2, commercial corridor district. 
The B-2 district is established for major retail and service activities removed from the central 
business district, with major arterial access and with adequate open space and parking. This 
district is intended to serve the resident, non-residents and transient traffic using major 
arterials that run through or around the city. 

B-3, regional commercial district. 

City of Rocky Mount 
Department of Planning & Development 
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Commercial Zoning Descriptions 

The B-3 district is intended for regional retail and personal services of significant size and 
service area that provide for the larger needs and convenience of those residing in the 
community and surrounding areas. It is intended that regional commercial uses be developed 
as a unit with adequate off street parking space for customers and employees and with 
appropriate means of access, ingress and egress with landscaping and screening and are 
therefore subject to all planned building group requirements and standards of this LDC. 

B-4, central business district. 
The CBD district is intended for the conduct of personal and business services and the 
general retail trade of the core business center of the community. It is designed to 
accommodate a wide variety of commercial uses in the traditional downtown business area 
and related areas of mixed commercial enterprises. It is designed to maintain, support and 
facilitate compatible redevelopment of existing and new uses within the core area. Residential 
uses may be appropriate above the ground floor of commercial, office or other uses within the 
CBD district. 

B-5, business service district. 
This B-d District is intended for business and warehouse support services that support the 
regular needs of the primary activities in the B-4 district, along rail sidings and primary 
streets. It is designed to support a wide variety of commercial uses in the adjacent rail sidings 
and primary streets adjacent to the traditional downtown central business district and related 
areas of mixed commercial enterprises. 

City of Rocky Mount 
Department of Planning & Development 
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Residential Zoning Descriptions 

Regulations for the residential districts are designed to protect the residential character of 
areas so designated from the noise, congestion, and heavy traffic commercial and 
industrial activities. The regulations are also designed to encourage a suitable 
environment for family life by providing for openness of living areas and permitted 
appropriate neighborhood facilities and compatible community facilities. 

A-1, agricultural district. 
The A-1 district is intended to provide for land situated on the fringe of the urban area 
that is agricultural in nature and is customarily situated in the city's extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. It is not intended that this district provide a location for a lower standard 
of residential development than is authorized in other districts. The types of uses, 
required areas, and the intensity of use of land permitted in this district are designed 
to provide for both rural character and very low-density residential development. This 
district is defined as a very low-density residential area and additional open areas 
where similar residential development will be a viable land use. Since land in this 
district may contain residences in close proximity to agricultural activities, 
agricultural activities conducted in this district should not be deemed detrimental to 
urban density uses. 

R-15, very low density residential district. 
The R-15 district is intended to provide for urban residential development, which is 
designed to provide quiet, very low-density areas for single-family living with related 
recreational facilities protected from intrusion of commercial and industrial activity. 
Permitted uses are designed to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the 
area and permit certain home occupations as set forth in this LDC. 

R-10, low density residential district. 
The R-10 district is intended to provide for urban residential development, which-is 
designed to provide quiet, low-density areas for single-family living with related 
recreational facilities protected from intrusion of commercial and industrial activity. 
Permitted uses are designed to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the 
area and permit certain home occupations as set forth in this LDC. 

R-8, manufactured residential district. 
The R-8 district is intended to provide for urban residential development, which is 
designed to provide a medium density area, encompassing individual manufactured 
homes and conventional single-family dwellings along with related recreational 
facilities protected from intrusion of commercial and industrial activity. Permitted 
uses are designed to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the area and 
permit certain home occupations as set forth in this LDC. 

R-6, single-family residential district. 
The R-6 district is intended to provide for urban residential development, which is 
designed to provide a medium density area containing single-family dwellings along 
with related recreational facilities protected from intrusion of commercial and 

City of Rocky Mount 
Department of Planning & Development 
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Residential Zoning Descriptions 

industrial activity. Permitted uses are designed to stabilize and protect the essential 
characteristics of the area and permit certain home occupations as set forth in this 
LDC. 

R-6MFA, multifamily residential district. 
The R-6MF A district is intended to provide for urban residential development, which 
is designed to provide for medium density areas for multifamily, triplex, duplex and 
single-family units with related recreational facilities protected from intrusion of 
commercial and industrial activity. Permitted uses are designed to stabilize and 
protect the essential characteristics of the area and permit certain home occupations as 
set forth in this LDC. 

MHP, manufactured home park district. 
The district is intended to provide for urban residential development, which is 
designed for medium density residential areas for individual manufactured homes and 
additional open areas where similar residential development will be a viable land use. 
Permitted uses are designed to stabilize and protect the essential characteristics of the 
area and permit certain home occupations as set forth in this LDC. 

P DR, planned density residential district. 
The planned density residential district (PDR) is established to allow for design 
flexibility of development and is intended to encourage efficient use of the land and 
public services and to promote high quality design that will provide a variety of 
dwelling types as well as support services and open space for the residents of the 
development. These regulations are intended to permit integration with adjacent non
residential uses and to promote compatibility with existing and emerging patterns of 
development. 

City of Rocky Mount 
Department of Planning & Development 
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Industrial Zoning Descriptions 

Regulations for the industrial districts are designed to make available a range of suitable 
sites for all types of manufacturing and related activities while protecting residential areas 
by separating them from manufacturing activities and by prohibiting the use of industrial 
space for new residential development. 

I-1, light industrial district. 
The purpose of the IL district is to provide a location for industries that do not, by their 
nature, create nuisances. It is designed to preserve land for industry in a location beneficial to 
industries and to prohibit non-industrial uses. Due to the traffic generated and other 
potentially objectionable influences created in this district, special buffer or setback area may 
be required. The environmentally protective nature of this district is designed to limit uses to 
those that produce a minimum of gaseous emissions, noise and objectionable external 
effects. 

I-2, heavy industrial district. 
The purpose of the II-I district is to provide a location for manufacturing and related industries 
that may, by nature, create nuisances. The intent is to preserve land for such industry in 
locations with access to major streets as designated on the arterial plan, as well as locations 
generally accessible to railroad transportation and to prohibit non-industrial uses. Due to the 
objectionable impacts that may be created in this district, special buffer or setback areas will 
be required. 

I-P, industrial park district. 
The purpose of the IP district is to provide for the competitive location of high quality 
industries. The intent is to prohibit non industrial use and to preserve land for such industry in 
locations with access to arterial streets as designated on the arterial plan, as well as locations 
generally accessible to railroad transportation. Due to the process, manufacturing or 
employment base certain impacts that may be created in this district, special design, buffer or 
setback areas requirements may be required. 

City of Rocky Mount 
Department of Planning & Development 
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RALEIGH ROAD RALEIGH STREET CORRIDOR STUDY 
(From Thomas St to Hwy 64) 

CITIZEN SURVEY 

1. Please check the appropriate statement that applies. 

My residence is on Raleigh Rd/Raleigh Street 

I own property along Raleigh Rd/Raleigh Street 

2. I'm concerned about: 

traffic _sidewalks _crime _signage 

_street lights _bus stops _boarded up structures 

_limited businesses _appearance _housing 

_vacant lots _other _no concerns 

Please specify other __________ _ 

3. How would you improve the corridor or area? 




