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Pictured are 19 of the city’s lineworkers who participated in mutual aid in North Carolina, 

Virginia, Louisiana and Tennessee in 2020.  

City of Rocky Mount receives national commendation 

for electric restoration efforts 

Rocky Mount, N.C. – The city of Rocky Mount has received a national commendation from the 

American Public Power Association (APPA) for its support in electric power restoration efforts in 

2020.  
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In August 2020, the city’s Energy Resources department sent eight lineworkers to Belhaven and 

14 lineworkers to Washington, North Carolina to provide mutual aid assistance following 

Hurricane Isaias.  

In October 2020, the city sent 13 lineworkers to Saint Martinville, Louisiana and Southwest 

Louisiana to provide mutual aid following Hurricane Delta. In October, seven lineworkers also 

provided aid to Danville, Virginia following Hurricane Zeta.  

In December 2020, the city also sent eight lineworkers to provide assistance in Sevierville, 

Tennessee following a winter storm. 

“You never know when severe weather will cause widespread outages,” says Chris Beschler, 

director of Energy Resources. “Our fellow Public Power utilities have been there for us by 

providing assistance in times of need. We are happy to do the same for them. That’s why mutual 

aid is one of the many benefits of being a Public Power community.”     

The city of Rocky Mount participates in the American Public Power Association’s Mutual Aid 

Network, which coordinates with utilities and authorities during widespread power outages.  

For more information, visit PublicPower.org/MutualAid. 

About Rocky Mount 

The city of Rocky Mount, located in the Coastal Plains of North Carolina, was incorporated in 

1867 and lies in Edgecombe and Nash Counties. Rocky Mount is a two-time All-America City on 

the Tar River. Serving as the Gateway to Eastern North Carolina, the city's 875 employees serve 

approximately 58,000 residents daily. 

The city’s mission is to advance community well-being, safety and quality of life by delivering 

excellent public services and actively collaborating with the community toward a fulfilling and 

inspired future for its citizens. As a publicly owned utility, the city of Rocky Mount is committed 

to safe, reliable service for its customers and operates in Nash and Edgecombe counties, providing 

customers with electricity, natural gas, water, wastewater (sewer), refuse, recycling and/or 

stormwater services.  To learn more, visit www.rockymountnc.gov for news and updates. 
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