
Title VI Definitions 
 

Poverty  

Poverty Status of Households 

 The data on poverty status of households were derived from answers to the income questions. Since 

poverty is defined at the family level and not the household level, the poverty status of the household is 

determined by the poverty status of the householder. Households are classified as poor when the total 

income of the householder’s family is below the appropriate poverty threshold. (For nonfamily 

householders, their own income is compared with the appropriate threshold.) The income of people 

living in the household who are unrelated to the householder is not considered when determining the 

poverty status of a household, nor does their presence affect the family size in determining the 

appropriate threshold. The poverty thresholds vary depending on three criteria: size of family, number 

of related children, and, for 1- and 2-person families, age of householder.  

How the Census Bureau Determines Poverty Status  

In determining the poverty status of families and unrelated individuals, the Census Bureau uses 

thresholds (income cutoffs) arranged in a two-dimensional matrix. The matrix consists of family size 

(from one person to nine or more people) cross-classified by presence and number of family members 

under 18 years old (from no children present to eight or more children present). Unrelated individuals 

and two-person families are further differentiated by age of reference person (RP) (under 65 years old 

and 65 years old and over). To determine a person's poverty status, one compares the person’s total 

family income in the last 12 months with the poverty threshold appropriate for that person's family size 

and composition (see example below). If the total income of that person's family is less than the 

threshold appropriate for that family, then the person is considered “below the poverty level,” together 

with every member of his or her family. If a person is not living with anyone related by birth, marriage, 

or adoption, then the person's own income is compared with his or her poverty threshold. The total 

number of people below the poverty level is the sum of people in families and the number of unrelated 

individuals with incomes in the last 12 months below the poverty threshold. 

 

The Official poverty threshold is the same throughout the United States.  



Median Household Income (MMI) 

 

Income of Households - This includes the income of the householder and all other individuals 15 years 
old and over in the household, whether they are related to the householder or not. Because many 
households consist of only one person, average household income is usually less than average family 
income. Although the household income statistics cover the past 12 months, the characteristics of 
individuals and the composition of households refer to the time of interview. Thus, the income of the 
household does not include amounts received by individuals who were members of the household 
during all or part of the past 12 months if these individuals no longer resided in the household at the 
time of interview. Similarly, income amounts reported by individuals who did not reside in the 
household during the past 12 months but who were members of the household at the time of interview 
are included. However, the composition of most households was the same during the past 12 months as 
at the time of interview. 

The median divides the income distribution into two equal parts: one-half of the cases falling below the 
median income and one-half above the median. For households and families, the median income is 
based on the distribution of the total number of households and families including those with no 
income. The median income for individuals is based on individuals 15 years old and over with income. 
Median income for households, families, and individuals is computed on the basis of a standard 
distribution. 

Since answers to income questions are frequently based on memory and not on records, many people 

tended to forget minor or sporadic sources of income and, therefore, underreport their income. 

Underreporting tends to be more pronounced for income sources that are not derived from earnings, 

such as public assistance, interest, dividends, and net rental income. 

 

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 

Individuals who do not speak English as their primary language and who have a limited ability to read, 

speak, write, or understand English can be limited English proficient, or "LEP." These individuals may be 

entitled language assistance with respect to a particular type or service, benefit, or encounter. 

All programs and operations of entities that receive financial assistance from the federal government, 

including but not limited to state agencies, local agencies and for-profit and non-profit entities, must 

comply with the Title VI requirements 

LEP persons are those persons living in the United States regardless of whether they are a citizen of the 

United States. 

For vital document translation, the LEP threshold is 1,000 persons OR 5% whichever is less. 

 

 

 



Hispanic or Latino 

Those people who classified themselves in one of the specific Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino categories 

listed on the Census 2010 questionnaire -"Mexican," "Puerto Rican", or "Cuban"-as well as those who 

indicate that they are "another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin." People who do not identify with one 

of the specific origins listed on the questionnaire but indicate that they are "another Hispanic, Latino, or 

Spanish origin" are those whose origins are from Spain, the Spanish-speaking countries of Central or 

South America, or the Dominican Republic. The terms "Hispanic," "Latino," and "Spanish" are used 

interchangeably. 

Origin can be view as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or the 

person's parents or ancestors before their arrival in the United States. 

People who identify their origin as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race. Thus, the percent 

Hispanic should not be added to percentages for racial categories. 

 

 


